
 
 

  

 

 

COMMANDER’S CORNER 

by Larry “Joe” Reynolds 

 

Greetings to all my fellow 

Compatriots, family, friends and 

anyone else who takes the opportunity to review 

our new camp newsletter, Reynolds Dispatch.  

The Reynolds Dispatch along with our new web 

site, http://www.davidrreynolds.org  was created 

in an efforts to seek the truth and ensure that the 

world knows what occurred before, during, and 

after the War of Northern Aggression.  All too 

often, history is distorted at best and fabricated at 

its worst.  It’s a little like statistics, depending on 

how you word the question slants the result and 

skews the message. 

 

Meaningful discussion and presentation of the 

verifiable facts is the only way to heal the rift and 

wounds that resulted from this conflict.  It is with 

great pleasure then, that I open this newsletter and 

forum with a challenge to others to research, 

document, and submit articles concerning all 

aspects of the struggle for independence.   Also 

we need to hear and report about our civic 

activities both at the local, state or national level.  

This is our chance to showcase our support for 

and involvement with those activities important 

to our community. 

 

Although 1st Lt. David Richard Reynolds Camp 

is not yet an official Sons of Confederate 

Veterans Camp, we are in the process of looking 

for a few more men who would like to become 

Charter Members of our new Camp. 

 

If you are interested in joining our camp then by 

all means contact me at (903) 717-8608 or by 

email at Joe.Reynolds@DavidRReynolds.org.  I 

look forward to hearing from you. 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS

 

Monday, July 13th, 7:00 p.m. 

Refreshments at 6:30 p.m. 

Old Union Community Center 

Hwy 67E, Mount Pleasant, Texas 

 

 

4th of July Parade 

July 4, 2015 

Orr City, Texas 

Muster at 8:00, Parade at 9:00 am 

 

 

120th SCV National Reunion 
July 15-19, 2015 

Richmond, Virginia 

See 

http://www.jebstuartcamp.org/jebstuartcamp.org/20

15reunion/ 

for full details 

 

 

Four State Training Seminar 
August 1st, 2015 

Hooks, Texas 

See 

http://5thbrigade.org/reddiamond/training.html 

for full details 
 

 

DAVIDRREYNOLDS.ORG 

This month the following changes have been made 

to our web site: http://www.davidrreynolds.org 

 I’m in the process of adding biographies of 

our ancestors to our “Camp Roster” page, so 
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make sure that I have the bio of your ancestor 

in order to be included. 

 I’m working on a “History and Training 

section, if you know of anything that you feel 

would make this section better please let me 

know. 

If you have any suggestions, recommendations or 

comments you can send me an email to: 

Joe.Reynolds@davidrreynolds.org and I promise to 

give it my full consideration. 

 

Our Charge… 
 

"To you, Sons of Confederate Veterans, we 

will commit the vindication of the cause for 

which we fought. To your strength will be 

given the defense of the Confederate soldier's 

good name, the guardianship of his history, the 

emulation of his virtues, the perpetuation of 

those principles which he loved and which you 

love also, and those ideals which made him 

glorious and which you also cherish." 
 

Lt. General Stephen Dill Lee, Commander General, 

United Confederate Veterans, 

New Orleans, Louisiana April 25, 1906 
 

 

 

 

David Richard Reynolds 

First Lieutenant 

Company D, 9th Texas Infantry, Maxey's 

Brigade, Young’s Regiment, CSA 
 

David Richard Reynolds, the Hero and Ancestor of 

Larry “Joe” Reynolds was the seventh child and 

fourth son of Henry and Mary (Brown) Reynolds was 

born on October 17, 1838 in what is now known as 

Flat Creek, Bedford County, Tennessee. Shortly after 

David's birth he moved with his family to Sand 

Mountain in Jackson County, Alabama, where he 

grew to manhood. 

Little is known of David Reynolds’ early years, we 

know that he was educated in public school and on 

September 10, 1860 He was living with a C.N. 

Garrett and his wife M.A. Garrett in Titus County, 

Texas where his occupation was shown to be a 

teacher. 

On October 5th 1861, shortly after the war of 

Northern Aggression broke out, David Richard 

Reynolds joined the Confederate Army at 

Daingerfield, then Titus County, Texas. He enlisted 

as a Private in Company "D", 9th Texas Infantry, 

Maxey's Regiment. According to letters and his 

journal we know that they marched from 

Daingerfield to Camp Rusk, in Lamar County, Texas 

where they were organized and trained. 

Shortly after the organization, measles and 

pneumonia broke out in the regiment. Due to the 

sickness and the poor quality of the water at Camp 

Rusk, Lamar County, Colonel Maxey had to move 

the 9th Texas to Camp Benjamin, in Fannin County, 

about 26 miles distant. On January 1, 1862, the 

regiment took up the line of march to Memphis. 

D. R.'s first battle of the war took place on Apr 6th 

and 7th, 1862, when the 9th Infantry was engaged in 

the Battle of Shiloh, TN. It was on the 10th of July 

1862 that the 9th Texas Infantry found themselves 

without a 2nd Lieutenant, and David Richard was 

promoted from Private to 2nd Lieutenant by the 

"vote" of the men in his unit. During the three years 

of the war, David Richard found himself moving all 

over the south. You can see the complete timeline of 

the 9th Texas Infantry by visiting our page at: 

www.davidrreynolds.org/9th_time_line_html! He 

along with other members of the 9th Texas Infantry 

fought in many small scrimmages as well as the 

Battles of Perryville, KY, Murfreesboro, TN, 

Jackson, MS, Chickamauga, GA, Atlanta, GA, 

Allatoona, GA, Nashville, TN, and Spanish Fort, AL. 

David Richard Reynolds along with what remained 

of the 9th Texas Infantry, surrendered with the rest 

mailto:Joe.Reynolds@davidrreynolds.org
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of Ector's Brigade at Meridian, Mississippi on May 

4, and was paroled on May 11, 1865, under the 

command of Major James McReynolds. There were 

just 8 officers and 79 men-a small fraction of the 

1,018 men who had served with the 9th at one time 

or another. I'm not sure of the date of promotion but 

his parole papers have him listed as a First 

Lieutenant. 

After the war David Richard returned to Cookville, 

Titus County, Texas, where he set upon starting a 

farm and family. David's first marriage was to Judith 

Elizabeth "Babe" Holder the daughter of John 

Holder, born April 10, 1845. They were married on 

June 8, 1865 in Titus County, Texas. There were four 

children born to this marriage. Mary Ellen, born in 

October 1866 in Cookville, Titus County, Texas, 

who went on to marry her cousin James David 

Dukes; Henry Presley Reynolds born on September 

20, 1869; John Arthur Reynolds who was born in 

either 1868 or 1869 and is buried in Oklahoma. I 

believe that John went on to become a Doctor; and 

Nancy Lundy Bell who was born in 1874. Judith 

Elizabeth "Babe" Holder died on February 4, 1879. 

She is buried in the Concord Cemetery in Morris 

County, Texas, next to David Richard. 

David Richard next married Frances Melvina 

"Callie" Coffman on May 13, 1879 in Cookville, 

Titus County, Texas. Callie was born in January of 

either 1861 or 1862, she died after January 27, 1917 

in Pomona, California. 

D.R. and Callie had a total of seven children: 

Josephine Anna, born May 20, 1880; Dosia E., born 

August 1882 and married P.E. Johnson on October 5, 

1902 in Morris County, Texas; William Lafayett 

born April 24, 1884; Ada Jerusia born on March 28, 

1886 and married a Barrier; Albert Obee born on July 

19, 1889; Rosa Ethel born in July 1891 and married 

Francis Eugene Gallagher on May 7, 1911 in El Paso 

and their last child Roy Richard who was born on 

June 12, 1899. All of these children were born in 

Cookville, Titus County, Texas. 

After the war was over, David Richard Reynolds 

served the town of Cookville, Texas as a teacher, a 

banker, a store owner, the Editor and Proprietor of 

the Cookville Banner Newspaper, and the Post 

Master of the Cookville, Post Office. I know that 

many of the land deeds and transfers in Titus County 

were witnessed by David Richard, who was also a 

Notary Public. There are also a number of land 

transactions that deals with "Reynolds Mortgage 

Company", so perhaps David Richard was his own 

banker for a time in Titus County.   

D.R. Reynolds died on October 17, 1901 on his Sixty 

Third Birthday. He is buried next to his first wife 

Babe, in the Concord Cemetery in Morris County, 

Texas.

 

The Lt. David R. Reynolds Camp, SCV, received its 

first Thank You Card, for a Sympathy Card that we 

sent, from Ms. Lois Davidson, the widow of 

Compatriot Bobby Gene Davidson of the Captain 

James P. Douglas, Camp 124, Tyler, Texas.  

Compatriot Davidson passed away on Sunday, June 

7th, 2015. 

 

 

 

“There are things in the old Book which I may not be 

able to explain, but I fully accept it as the infallible 

word of God, and receive its teachings as inspired by 

the Holy Spirit.” 

Robert E. Lee 
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NINETH Texas 
Infantry, maxey’s 

regiment 
 

The 9th Texas Infantry Regiment was organized 

from companies raised in Northeast Texas on 

November 4, 1861. They were mustered-in to 

Confederate service on December 1, 1861, under 

Colonel Sam Bell Maxey of Paris, Texas. Col. 

Maxey was a graduate of West Point, and had been 

given authority by the War Department of the 

Confederate States to raise an infantry regiment for 

service in the west. The other original field officers 

of the 9th Texas were William E. Beeson, Lt. 

Colonel, and Wright A. Stanley, as Major. The 9th 

Texas has the distinction of having served in the 

Army of the Mississippi/Army of Tennessee longer 

than any other Texas regiment.  

The initial organization of the 9th Texas:  

Co. A, Lamar County - Capt. E. J. Shelton  

Co. B, Red River County - Capt. Smith Ragsdale  

 

Co. C, Grayson County - Capt. William Hugh Young  

Co. D, Titus County -Capt. James H. McReynolds  

Co. E, Lamar County - Capt. James Hill  

Co. F, Hopkins County - Capt. James A. Leftwich  

Co. G, Hopkins County - Capt. Joseph A. Moore  

Co. H, Fannin County - Capt. Harvey Wise  

Co. I, Collin County - Capt. J. J. Dickson  

Co. K, Lamar County - Capt. Miles A. Dillard  

 

Shortly after the organization, measles and 

pneumonia broke out in the regiment. Due to the 

sickness and the poor quality of the water at Camp 

Rusk, Lamar County, Colonel Maxey had to move 

the 9th Texas to Camp Benjamin, in Fannin County, 

about 26 miles distant. Despite the sickness, Maxey 

noted that "no pains have been spared to drill and 

discipline the Reg't. which on both will compare 

favorably with any in the service at [this] time."  

On January 1, 1862, the regiment took up the line of 

march to Memphis. By January 25, they had arrived 

at Little Rock, where it was noted, "the health of the 

command in consequence of the long winter march 

has not improved since the last report."  

By February 18, 1862, the regiment had arrived at 

Iuka, and had begun to look and feel like soldiers. On 

the previous day, Lt. Col. Beeson received a a much-

needed requisition of 788 knapsacks, 500 

haversacks, and 450 canteens. At Iuka, the men 

became engaged in building winter quarters, drill, 

and flooring the new commissary. However, their 

stay at Iuka would not be long.  

On March 4, 1862, Col. Maxey received a promotion 

to Brigadier General in the Provisional Army of the 

Confederate States of America. Maxey's promotion, 

no doubt, was due to his professional training at West 

Point. His expertise would be needed in drilling and 

organizing the thousands of recruits pouring into 

Mississippi from throughout the South. Major 

Stanley was promoted to fill the vacancy of Colonel, 

and James Burnett was promoted to the rank of 

Major. Regarding Stanley's promotion to Colonel, 

Thomas H. Skidmore, later quartermaster of the 

regiment, said the following: "Major Stanley was 

elected Col. of the regiment, but the boys so nearly 

plagued him out of his life, that he would not have 

them." Stanley would command the regiment for 

only two months.  

On March 19, the regiment left Iuka by rail and 

arrived at Corinth the next day. Here, they were 

placed in a camp about one mile east of town, well-

situated near good water and on a level area with 

good drainage. However, on the 26th they were 

ordered to another camp one mile west of town, 

where it was noted "the water is very bad, the ground 

low and swampy. Health of the command during the 

month very bad, the average loss from disease being 

at the rate of 2 men per day since the first day of the 

month."  
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In a letter to his wife Susan, dated March 27, private 

Jesse P. Bates of Company G wrote "there is about 

100,000 men here and near here. We are expecting a 

battle here every day. He further noted that "our 

regiment is still in bad health." Due to the terrible 

sickness at Corinth, Colonel Stanley noted "it is 

impossible to pay attention to battalion and company 

drills necessary to secure efficiency and good 

discipline therefore the military appearance and 

discipline of the regiment are very inferior."  

When able to drill, the 9th Texas probably presented 

a martial, if not uniform, impression. The regiment 

was armed with a variety of small-arms, including 

"double-barreled shot-guns, sportsman's rifles, and 

muskets, many of them in bad order." Sick, poorly 

drilled and without reliable weapons, the 9th Texas 

was about to face the dreaded foe for the first time.  

Shiloh  

On March 26, at Corinth, the 9th Texas was placed 

in J. Patton Anderson's brigade, Ruggles' division, 

Bragg's II Corps. The other units in Anderson's 

brigade were the 1st Florida Battalion, the 17th 

Louisiana Infantry, 20th Louisiana Infantry, the 

Confederate Guards Response Battalion, and the 5th 

Company, Washington (La.) Artillery. Due to 

sickness and the detachment of two companies, the 

9th carried only 226 officers and men into the fight. 

Being in Bragg's Corps, the 9th Texas was in a line 

500 yards to the rear of Hardee's Corps on April, 6, 

1862. Hardee's men attacked about 5:00 AM.  

Colonel Stanley noted in his official report that "On 

the morning of the 6th we advanced in line of battle 

under a heavy fire of artillery and musketry from the 

enemy's first encampment. Being ordered to charge 

the battery with our bayonets, we made two 

successive attempts; but finding, as well as our 

comrades in arms on our right and left, it almost 

impossible to withstand the heavy fire directed at our 

ranks, we were compelled to withdraw for a short 

time, with considerable loss." He noted that the 

Washington Artillery, with a well-directed fire, soon 

silenced the enemies batteries, whereupon the 9th 

Texas "immediately charged, routing the enemy 

from their first encampment, and continued a 

forward, double-quick march until we passed 

through two other encampments of the enemy, where 

we found our troops again heavily engaged with a 

second battery and its' supports, to the galling fire of 

which my regiment was openly exposed."  

It was here that Colonel Stanley's horse was shot 

from underneath him, and several men were killed 

and wounded. The 9th stubbornly charged, and drove 

the Federals from the battery, "killing a number and 

pursuing the remainder a considerable distance." 

After replenishing their ammunition, the 9th Texas 

was ordered in the direction of the Tennessee River. 

At this point, they began taking fire from the 

gunboats on the Tennessee, and night put a close to 

the contest.  

The Union army had been battered, but not broken. 

Stephen Tanner, of Company A, noted the capture of 

Prentiss' Union division, which had occured earlier 

that day: "We met General Prentice's 3,000 captured 

Union soldiers, all uniformed in blue and I think the 

finest looking body of men I ever saw." Tanner also 

noted other casualties of war: "The dead lay upon the 

field of strife. The wounded filled the hospital and all 

the tents and scores upon scores lay stretched upon 

the bare ground with up-turned faces, the rain 

coming in a steady pour."  

On the morning of the 7th, the Union army, 

reinforced during the night by Buell's command, 

commenced the attack. The 9th Texas opened the day 

as skirmishers and supporting a battery of artillery. 

The battle ended, with Grant and Buell in basically 

the same positions that Grant's army held on the 

morning of April 6. The loss to the regiment was 14 

killed, 42 wounded, and 11 missing. Capt. Dickson 

and Lt. Hamil were among the killed, and Capt. 

Moore died of his wound on April 11, 1862.  

(Continued Next Month)  

 

MONTHLY PROGRAM 
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Compatriot Rex McGee and I held our first unofficial 

meeting on Monday June 8th.  During the meeting we 

did decide that the name of the Camp would be the 

Lt. David R. Reynolds Camp, SCV (Pending a Camp 

Number from National Headquarters).We drafted a 

working copy of the Camp By-Laws and I will have 

them for all to discuss at our meeting in July.  We 

talked about the dates and location of our meetings 

and decided that the dates would be either the second 

or third Monday of each month, again, this will be 

decided at our July meeting.  It was decided that we 

would hold them at the Old Union Community 

Center.  We decided on the East Room, this room 

needs lots of work, as you can see from these 

pictures, but we are determined that we will get it 

ready in the next few months.  Watch for updated 

pictures in our next edition. 

 

 

 

 

 

Supreme Court Rules Against SCV 

License Plate Issue in Texas 
By Eddie Pricer 

 
As most of you know by now, the Supreme Court of 

the United States ruled against the Plaintiff and The 

Texas Division of the Sons of Confederate Veterans 

in their effort to have a specialty auto license tag 

bearing the SCV logo.  Although lower Federal 

Courts ruled in favor of the Plaintiff and The Texas 

Division of the Sons of Confederate Veterans, the 

Supreme Court ruled in a 5-4 split decision with 

Justice Clarence Thomas casting the tie breaking 

vote that the State of Texas had the right to determine 
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what tags would be approved based on local criteria 

and that this was not a free speech issue.   

 

The majority opinion was essentially two-fold and 

held that the flag emblem (SCV Logo) was divisive 

and was linked to the pro-slavery South and that the 

State of Texas was within their rights or standing to 

prohibit words or symbols that the State felt might be 

offensive. Their rationale effectively was that 

anything on the license tag was considered speech by 

the State and that the State had the exclusive right to 

regulate said speech.   

Thus as a result of this ruling, anything allowed by 

the State of Texas on an official license tag is the 

officially sanctioned position of the State.  Strange 

how the State of Texas approves of the Texas flag, 

an official flag of the Confederacy to be in the 

background of many of its license plates.  Stranger 

yet that the State of Texas flies the First National 

Flag of the Confederacy  at its official visitors centers 

greeting people as they enter the State.  I wonder 

what their rationale and justification is for those two 

flags. 

I realize that many hate groups have misused the 

Confederate Battle Flag and that their actions have 

caused grievous harm to many of our fellow citizens, 

but take a close look at pictures of these groups when 

they protest or worse and you will almost always find 

two other flags, The United States Flag, and a 

Christian Flag (usually white field with blue cross).  

Strange that we get our collective hackles raised over 

one flag but not the others. 

The SCV Logo supposedly causes some to feel they 

are reliving past times and that it represents racial 

bigotry and thus is offensive.  If that is the case, then 

we should educate those who feel this oppression and 

help to remove all flags that were inextricably linked 

together during this period of our history.  These are 

the flags of slavery in 1859 prior to beginning of 

secession and the war.  

I bet everyone was waiting to see all of the Southern 

State Flags and the handful of Northern Flags from 

slave holding states.  Very few States (those that 

would become Union or Confederate) had state flags 

prior to the War, in fact many did not have flags for 

quite a few years after the War.  Most had State seals.  

Whatever your position on why the War began, the 

flag above was the flag of slavery. 

 
The Flag of America circa 1859 

 

At best, some in positions of power are woefully 

lacking in their historical perspective and at worst as 

I fear, this just another case of Reconstruction again 

punishing those with ties to the Confederacy 

regardless of when they were born or how they treat 

and respect others.  

 

Editor’s Note:  Due to recent events over our Battle 

Flag, I thought we might look at the actual reason 

that Texas seceded from the Union. 

 

AN ORDINANCE 

https://images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=AwrTcdXTMYRVNd8AZ9APxQt.;_ylu=X3oDMTByZDNzZTI1BGNvbG8DZ3ExBHBvcwMyBHZ0aWQDBHNlYwNzYw--?p=Texas+SCV+License+Plate+Photo&back=https://search.yahoo.com/yhs/search?p%3DTexas%2BSCV%2BLicense%2BPlate%2BPhoto%26type%3Die.11.w81.hp.18-05.us.avg._.0215tb%26param1%3DrVPLbtswEPyVXsSbBD4kUTzwIMdyEcAFgsRNeiv4kuwiepSU3fTvu5ThxijaoigCSMvRcrjkzlDmYGXC9aosGSEVT-t8U6d5QwCtyyIVQjRNg9cwtU64RaafYAGmpJg1spKwkpeE8qrCGCMbZP34Hj2roZNuQD0wC6rzwhbEKZbn3DJhbSEs023LtCVCpHkrBKdU6EJhpSqrsMEV0c5BXW4IaZXiZZ4bFPcNqnXdUXmLJi8nj0InMTpJUmVFhjOBBbo5eu-G-U517uP9Vu7neUqYSmgLT_89OOXNPlOnLjNjD6kJeAHGy0SYXhLWLk0mzJ7bTGj5FT527kUBVT_cPELcHowbggN096zmZdyP8wjcoGBHu58ARiEAuwFwv1R8MzmgolkqJrTgq39yD4gQyhMsehUMEjZABnyLMB4RiHTDlkgxAaAJfLCaluehis1-APbkgQ4Beh7spWdo_7MyUQISzzib5YxRxLOmPy2M3KgORg_On5y_Xcvdiqbb-lP6tGkwQfeudWCmv_gY_mZkdO3_9Hh7Y65tvxLXjMtOcOZZQ4iZX-_Zq6IxHdVPcZHixYxoBVNgAoTqdz7-Sd-rO4kOk-R5RinJSC7gJWgM8ukw2PFbeFdlBGl52yANvxTJMDJO7vzRoS_hDH4A0%26param2%3Dbrowser_homepage%26param3%3Die.11.w81.hp.18-05.us.avg._.0215tb%26hsimp%3Dyhs-fh_lsonsw%26hspart%3Davg%26ei%3DUTF-8&no=1&fr=%26fr%3Dyhs-avg-fh_lsonsw&h=90&w=161&imgurl=a57.foxnews.com/global.fncstatic.com/static/managed/img/World/876/493/texas_license_plate.JPG?ve%3D1%26tl%3D1&rurl=http://foxnews.com/us/2011/10/23/texas-politicians-fight-to-stop-confederate-flag-license-plate&size=67KB&name=Texas+Politicians+Fight+to+Stop+Confederate+Flag+License+Plate&oid=0ad371d5c2954aa9b1000000001bf6b2&tt=Texas+Politicians+Fight+to+Stop+Confederate+Flag+License+Plate&sigr=12vfs2hdp&sigi=137k2md2e&sigb=1renmp5uh&sign=11uvh5mgt&sigt=11uvh5mgt&hspart=avg&hsimp=yhs-fh_lsonsw
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To dissolve the union between the State of Texas and 

the other States, united under the compact styled 

"The Constitution of the United States of America." 

Adopted in Convention, at Austin City, the first day 

of February, A.D. 1861. 

Whereas, The Federal Government has failed to 

accomplish the purposes of the compact of union 

between these States, in giving protection either to 

the persons of our people upon an exposed frontier, 

or to the property of our citizens, and  

Whereas, the action of the Northern States of the 

Union is violative of the compact between the States 

and the guarantees of the Constitution; and,  

Whereas, The recent developments in Federal 

affairs make it evident that the power of the Federal 

Government is sought to be made a weapon with 

which to strike down the interests and property of the 

people of Texas, and her sister slave-holding States, 

instead of permitting it to be, as was intended, our 

shield against outrage and aggression; 

Therefore,  

Section 1.-- We, the people of the State of Texas, by 

delegates in convention assembled, do declare and 

ordain that the ordinance adopted by our convention 

of delegates on the 4th day of July, A.D. 1845, and 

afterwards ratified by us, under which the Republic 

of Texas was admitted into the Union with other 

States, and became a party to the compact styled 

"The Constitution of the United States of America," 

be, and is hereby, repealed and annulled; that all the 

powers which, by the said compact, were delegated 

by Texas to the Federal Government are revoked and 

resumed; that Texas is of right absolved from all 

restraints and obligations incurred by said compact, 

and is a separate sovereign State, and that her citizens 

and people are absolved from all allegiance to the 

United States or the government thereof.  

Section 2. This ordinance shall be submitted to the 

people of Texas for their ratification or rejection, by 

the qualified voters, on the 23rd day of February, 

1861, and unless rejected by a majority of the votes 

cast, shall take effect and be in force on and after the 

2d day of March, A.D. 1861.  Provided, that in the 

Representative District of El Paso said election may 

be held on the 18th day of February, 1861.  

Done by the people of the State of Texas, in 

convention assembled, at Austin, this 1st day of 

February, A.D. 1861.  

[Ratified Feb. 23, 1861 by a vote of 46,153 for and 

14,747 against] 

(Next month we will look at the declaration of the 

causes which impel the State of Texas to secede from 

the Federal Union. - Editor) 

 
The War Between the States 

WAS NOT about Slavery 

By Al Mccray 

 

 
 

I am responding to an article I recently read by 

Leonard Pitts Jr., a noted Black Columnist in South 

Florida. His article was entitled, „The Civil War was 

about slavery... Nothing more‟. I found this article to 

be very misleading and riddled grossly with 

distortions of the real causes of the War Between the 

States. I find it it’s so amusing that such an educated 

person, Mr. Pitts, would not know the facts. 

I am a proud native of South Carolina. I have spent 

my entire life in what was once, The Confederate 

States of America. I am currently associated with 

Southern Heritage causes, including the Sons of 

Confederate Veterans in Tampa. 
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It’s been one hundred and fifty years since brave 

patriotic Southerners drove the Imperialist Yankee 

army from Fort Sumter South Carolina. 

The Confederate canon fire to evict the aggressor 

Army of The Potomac from the Fort was the first 

official military action to assert and defend States‟ 

Rights of all of the States in the Union. 

It also marked the beginning of the Confederates 

fight to expel this foreign Army from all of the 

Southern home land. 

After all these years, there still exists national 

historical ignorance and lies about this war of 

Yankee aggression and atrocities. The War Between 

the States was about State’s Rights and not about 

slavery. 

Remember that the original colonies voluntarily 

joined the Union and never gave up their individual 

States‟ sovereignty. 

These independent States always retained their right 

to manage their domestic affairs and to leave this 

voluntary association at any time. 

This voluntary union was for limited reasons such as; 

National defense from the foreign powers, one 

language, interstate commerce, disputes between the 

sovereign States, and matters of Foreign affairs. 

When the Southern States tried to leave this Union, 

the Northerners had to put a stop to this. The Slavery 

issue was masterly inserted into the movement of 

Yankee aggression. 

There is a reason why the name of our territory in 

North America is called, The United States of 

America. Did you notice the word „States‟ and NOT 

State? The word „States‟ forever proclaims and 

recognizes the legitimacy of States Rights and 

sovereignty. 

We are a union of independent and sovereign States 

free to determine our own destiny. This sovereignty 

is meant to be free of Yankee Federal domination and 

control. This should still be in principle and practice 

today as it was before the first canon shots at Fort 

Sumter. 

Slavery of any people is wicked and morally wrong. 

Domination of one people over another is just as evil 

and morally wrong. 

The facts are that throughout history; just about every 

race of people has been slaves to another people. 

Slavery has always been a failed institution and a 

dark mark in history. One hundred years before the 

first slave made it to the action blocks in state of 

Virginia, African Kings were running a booming 

enterprise of selling their own people into slavery. It 

was also customary that defeated people became 

slaves. 

Without the complicity and entrepreneurship of 

African Kings, I have a serious reservation about 

how many slaves would have come to the New 

World. 

Slavery as an institution worldwide was coming to 

an end before the War Between the States. Slavery in 

America would probably have come to an end within 

50 years. 

The great eternal lie; that the war was to “free the 

slaves” is still being propagandized today by modern 

slick Yankee spin makers, the schools and even by 

scholars. But the facts are plain and quite evident if 

you were to take off your Yankee sun glasses. 

The Army of the Potomac invaded the South to 

capture, control and to plunder the prosperity of 

Southern economic resources and its industries. 

This Army also wanted to put a final nail in the coffin 

of States‟ Rights. 

If, and I say with a big if that the War Between the 

States was to free the slaves, please answer these 

simple questions; 

1. Why did not President Lincoln issue a 

proclamation day 1 of his presidency to free the 

slaves? 
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2. Why President wait so many years later to issue 

his proclamation? 

3. Why was slavery still legal in the Northern States? 

4. Why did President Lincoln say something like, 

“I will not free a single slave if it kept the Union 

together?” 

5. Before 1864, how many elected members of the 

Imperialist Yankee Congress introduce legislation to 

outlaw slavery anywhere in America? 

Here are some useful facts that could cause you to 

learn the truth. The Slaves were freed because, and 

only in territories in Rebellion against the North, 

because The Army of the Potomac was not winning 

the war and Lincoln was fearful of Foreign Nations 

recognizing the Confederacy as a Sovereign States. 

Other reasons were, the Northern States needed a war 

to fuel their economy and stop the pending recession, 

the North need a rebellion in the South to cause 

havoc in the Confederate States, and the North 

wanted the hard foreign currency being generated by 

Southern trade. 

Over six hundred thousand people died because of 

Yankee aggression and hidden agendas. From a 

perspective of trying to attain a moral legitimacy and 

high ground, the lie and cry of freeing the Slaves 

offered a “cheap rational” for Northern Aggression 

and the economic raping of the Southern States. 

Even in 2011 The Sovereign States of today are still 

under the yoke of ever encroaching Yankee and 

Northern domination, laws and control. Just look 

around. Try to go one single day with seeing, feeling 

the straggling influences of The Federal government. 

I hope that this year marks not only the celebration 

of the brave actions of Southerners to evict the 

Northern Army at Fort Sumter; it should also lead to 

the truthful revision of history about the war. Future 

generations should at least know the truth. 

I guess you are asking yourself, How can a Black 

man say that the Civil War was not about slavery? 

Well once skin color is not a handicap or prohibition 

from knowing and writing the truth. 

Al McCray 

almccray@aol.com 

813 244 0664 

 
 

“Every man should endeavor to understand the 

meaning of subjugation before it is too late… It 

means the history of this heroic struggle will be 

written by the enemy; that our youth will be trained 

by Northern schoolteachers; will learn from 

Northern school books their version of the war; will 

be impressed by the influences of history and 

education to regard our gallant dead as traitors, and 

our maimed veterans as fit objects for derision… It 

is said slavery is all we are fighting for, and if we 

give it up we give up all. Even if this were true, which 

we deny, slavery is not all our enemies are fighting 

for. It is merely the pretense to establish sectional 

superiority and a more centralized form of 

government, and to deprive us of our rights and 

liberties.” 

Maj. General Patrick R. Cleburne, CSA, January 

1864 
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