
 
 

 

 

Winner of the 2016 Best Newsletter Award, Sons of Confederate Veterans

COMMANDER’S CORNER 

by Larry “Joe” Reynolds 

 

Welcome to a New Year!  As we 

finish our first full year as a Camp, 

I look back with pride and happiness.  We have 

come a long way, but we still have a long way to 

go. 

 

During our first year, we have accomplished what 

it takes many Camps years to accomplish.  Just a 

few of our accomplishments are: 

 Membership of over 20 members with 

100% re-enlistment during the first year. 

 An established Christmas Food Drive. 

 Awarded our first $1,000.00 Scholarship. 

 A Graveside Memorial Service for out 

Camp Namesake with over 80 people in 

attendance. 

 First Annual Birthday Celebration. 

 Annual Christmas Dinner. 

 Our Camp won 1st Place at the National 

Convention for Best Newsletter and Best 

Web Site. 

   

My goals for next year is to maintain our 

programs and to put forth another effort in 

Recruiting.  I would like to see an average of 1 

new member per month.  This is actually a lot 

easier than it sounds. Let’s each of us start 

inviting at least one person to each meeting. 

 

I would like to also challenge each of you to 

attend more scheduled events, visit more Camp 

meetings, even purchase and start wearing 

uniforms. 

 

I would like to see our Camp recognized with 

even more awards during the coming year. 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS

 

Monday, January 2nd, 7:00 p.m. 

Refreshments at 6:30 p.m. 

Old Union Community Center 

Hwy 67E, Mount Pleasant, Texas 

Program: Confederate Navy in Shreveport 

By Compatriot Michael E. Pepper 

 

2017 TEXAS DIVISION REUNION 
June 2nd – 4th, 2017 

Radisson Hotel 

2540 Meacham Blvd. 

Fort Worth, Texas 76106 

See www.txdivreunion.com for full details. 

 

2017 NATIONAL REUNION 

July 18th – 23rd, 2016 

Sheraton Downtown Hotel 

250 N. Main Street 

Memphis, TN 38103 

See www.scvmemphis2017.org for full details. 

 

DAVIDRREYNOLDS.ORG 

This month the following changes have been made 

to our web site: http://www.davidrreynolds.org 

 I’ve updated our Guardian page with the 

latest Guardians. 

 I’ve updated our Events page. 

I’m still looking for biographies of your Confederate 

Ancestor.  Please try to come up with a short bio that 

we can put on-line.  

If you have any suggestions, recommendations or 

comments you can send me an email to: 
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Joe.Reynolds@davidrreynolds.org and I promise to 

give it my full consideration. 

Our Charge… 
 

"To you, Sons of Confederate Veterans, we 

will commit the vindication of the cause for 

which we fought. To your strength will be 

given the defense of the Confederate soldier's 

good name, the guardianship of his history, the 

emulation of his virtues, the perpetuation of 

those principles which he loved and which you 

love also, and those ideals which made him 

glorious and which you also cherish."   
 

Lt. General Stephen Dill Lee, Commander General, 

United Confederate Veterans, 

New Orleans, Louisiana April 25, 1906 

 

Remember, it is your duty to see that the true 

history of the South is presented to future 

generations! 

 

 

 

 

William Forest  Sinclair 

Private 

Co. K, 37th Texas Cavalry 

 

William Sinclair was born in Georgia on August 27, 

1826, and died in Titus County, Texas on February 

6, 1895. He is buried in the Bivens Cemetery in Titus 

County. 

He came with his family to this area, about 1850, and 

the family settled near Logansport, Louisiana near 

the Texas and Louisiana State line. The family had 

not lived long in that area until they got in a feud with 

the Dobbs family, and several of the Sinclairs and 

Dobbs were killed. 

This feuding was not to the liking of William 

Sinclair, so be left the family and came on to Titus 

County. He had not been in Titus County any great 

length of time until he married Nancy Ann Hicklin. 

Nancy Ann Hicklin was born in Titus County in 1839 

and died in Titus County on October 31, 1892, and is 

buried in the Bivens Cemetery. She was the daughter 

of B. Hickhn, who patented several surveys of land 

in Titus County, and prior to the Civil War was said 

to have been the largest landowner in the 

southwestern part of the county. 

Many of the Negroes now living in that area are 

descendants of the Hicklin slaves. The home place 

was on the south end of the John H. Keith Survey on 

lands now owned by Roy Smith. There was another 

Hicklin girl named Betheney, who married Tip 

Sanders, and the Sanders family also lived in the 

southwestern part of the county. Tip Sanders was 

killed by W. L. Gaddis as a result of an argument 

between the two over Sanders letting hogs run at 

large. 

William Sinclair enlisted in the Confederate Army in 

the Gray Rock Dragoons.  Terrell's Cavalry 

Regiment [also called 34th and 37th Regiments] was 

organized in June, 1863, using Terrell's Texas 

Cavalry Battalion as its nucleus. The unit was 

assigned to H. Bee's and Bagby's Brigade, Trans-

Mississippi Department, and fought in various 

locations in Louisiana.  

In January, 1864, it contained 25 officers and 402 

men. It saw action at Mansfield, participated in the 

operations against the Federal Red River Campaign, 

and was active at Lecompte and Yellow Bayou. 

 During May, 1865, the regiment disbanded at 

Hempstead, Texas. The field officers were Colonel 

Alexander W. Terrell, Lieutenant Colonel John C. 

Robertson, and Majors Hiram S. Morgan and George 

W. Owens. After the war, William and his family 

continued to live in the southwestern part of the 

county until his death. 

mailto:Joe.Reynolds@davidrreynolds.org
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LAST CAMP MEETING 

Our 2nd Annual Christmas has to be counted as a 

huge success.  We had over 40 members and guests 

in attendance and had plenty of food; Turkey, Ham, 

Dressing, and all the fixings.  Commander, Johnny 

Holley, Commander of the Army of Trans-

Mississippi read the Honor Roll. 

 
Camp Commander Joe Reynolds presents Marilyn Bolden a 

Certificate of Appreciation for her Outstanding Performance 

as a Black Rose during our Graveside Memorial Services.  

 

BATTLES FOUGHT DURING THE 

MONTH OF JANUARY 

 

Battle of Stone River - Murfreesboro Tennessee 

31 December 1862 - 2 January 1863 

General Braxton Bragg verses General William S. 

Rosecrans. Casualties: 11,739 Confederate, 12,906 

Union! 

 

Battle of Arkansas Post or Fort Hindman - Fort 

Hindman Arkansas 

11 January 1863 

General Thomas J. Churchill verses General John A. 

McClernand. Casualties: 4564 Confederate, 1061 

Union! 

 

Battle of Fort Fisher - Fort Fisher North Carolina 

13-15 January 1865 

General William H.C. Whiting verses General 

Alfred H. Terry. Casualties: 1400 Confederates, 

5962 Union! 

 

Battle of Mill Springs - Mill Springs Kentucky 

19 January 1862 

George B. Crittenden verses General George H. 

Thomas. Casualties: 314 Confederate, 246 Union! 

 

 
GUARDIAN NEWS 

By 1Lt Cdr Rex McGee 

 

 

The guardian program is part of a long history of 

people caring for their deceased ancestors and for 

their military heroes.  Some deliberate burials have 

been recorded as far back as fifty thousand years 

when Neanderthals first buried their dead.  

Obviously, no one knows the reasons why but one 
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would have to surmise that some of the reasoning 

would be to pay a degree of respect to the deceased 

and his remains.  Over thousands of years the burial 

ritual has changed and has become an important part 

of showing one’s love and respect for the deceased 

individuals.  There are so many burials rituals 

practiced around the world that this article could 

never begin to give appropriate service to discussing 

them. Therefore, we will discuss the burial ritual and 

care of the final resting places of this Country’s 

illustrious military veteran dead. 

At the time of the American Revolution, British 

Army regulations called for battlefield burial of their 

dead. So, the remains of redcoats who died of 

wounds or disease in the war—25,000, by one 

reliable estimate—lie in many places. The dead were 

generally buried in the most expedient way possible. 

In cases where they were near a town that had a 

formal graveyard, that would be used. If there was no 

formal ground available, then the bodies were just 

buried in mass graves right on the battlefield. If there 

had been trenches used in the battle, many times 

these just became repurposed for that task.  

While there was no designated cemetery for 

Revolutionary warriors—American or British—a 

few places are significant. At Mount Independence 

State Historic Site in Orwell, Vermont, researchers 

have found several burial sites that probably contain 

the remains of Americans, British, Germans, 

Canadians, and Native Americans killed in battle. 

According to local legend, Old Salem Burying 

Ground in the village of Salem, New York, may be 

the final resting place of about 100 American soldiers 

killed in the Battle of Saratoga. Another local 

tradition has hundreds of American soldiers buried in 

unmarked graves around Bethlehem, Pennsylvania, 

site of a Continental Army hospital. In 1892 the 

bodies of 10 soldiers who fell in the Revolution were 

removed to Arlington National Cemetery and buried 

in honored glory.  Revolutionary war veterans who 

lived through the War and made it back home were 

most likely buried in local cemeteries scattered 

throughout the country or in family plots at their 

residences or family residencies. 

National cemeteries were first developed in the 

United States during the Civil War. Due to mounting 

war casualties, on July 17, 1862, Congress 

empowered President Abraham Lincoln, “to 

purchase cemetery grounds and cause them to be 

securely enclosed, to be used as a national cemetery 

for the soldiers who shall die in the service of the 

country.” This was the first U.S. legislation to state 

and solidify the concept of a national cemetery. The 

Army’s long-established system for soldiers’ burials 

was inadequate for the large-scale need of soldiers 

dying during the Civil War. Before the creation of 

national cemeteries, military personnel were buried 

at the place of death, such as in a military post 

cemetery, or were transported to a private cemetery 

selected by the soldier’s family.  

An unprecedented number of men enlisted for 

military service in both the Union and Confederate 

armies. Neither side was prepared for the tremendous 

volume of death or ready to provide support for so 

many burials. Early in the war, on Sept. 11, 1861, the 

War Department issued General Orders No. 75 and 

directed that the Army’s Quartermaster General be 

given responsibility for the burial of officers and 

enlisted soldiers. The order dictated that a register of 

all burials be kept. The order also directed that a 

wooden headboard be placed at the head of each 

grave. The headboards were painted white and the 

name and other information was to be painted in 

black. The wooden boards did not last long in the 

outdoor environment. Long before the government 

could acquire titles to these lands, the urgent nature 

of the war necessitated burial of soldiers on 

battlefields, near hospitals or camp-sites.  For this 

reason, burial dates of individuals often pre-date the 

legal dates of establishment or designation as a 

national cemetery.  

Since 1862, more than 3.8 million burials have taken 

place in national cemeteries that are now overseen by 

the National Cemetery Administration and two other 

government agencies. The existing 133 national 

cemeteries, 33 soldiers' and government lots, and 

Confederate lots contain more than 20,000 acres. 

Approximately 100,000 burials or 2% of the graves 
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in NCA national cemeteries are categorized as 

unknowns - most are from the Civil War. 

You may wonder why I have devoted this month’s 

Guardian article to a history of burial rituals starting 

out fifty thousand years ago and placing the most 

emphasis on the burial processes, especially of 

military veterans, since the beginning of our 

Country. Our Country has a rich history in honoring 

our military heroes and providing cemeteries to 

honor their services.  Many of our veterans lie in 

unmarked graves in our country as well in foreign 

lands unknown only to God.  Regardless of whether 

a veteran is buried in a National Cemetery or not 

there is a system for marking his grave as a U.S. 

Military Veteran which includes the graves of 

Confederate soldiers.    

Confederate soldiers could not be buried in national 

cemeteries, nor were they afforded any benefits from 

the United States Government for many decades 

after the end of the Civil War.  Consequently, 

Confederate heroes, in a large part, are scattered 

throughout the United States in small public & 

private cemeteries.  Many Confederate soldier’s 

graves are still not identified as such.  Through 

efforts by the Sons of Confederate Veterans a 

comprehensive program of identifying graves and 

providing care & attention to said graves is 

established through some of the Sons of Confederate 

Veterans landmark programs such as the Guardian 

Program.  The Guardian program provides a vehicle 

for honoring our Confederate heroes and insuring 

that their final resting places are not lost to history.  

This program shows that we are proud of our 

Southern Heroes and Southern history.  Placing an 

emphasis on the care and upkeep of these graves 

indicate that we will not allow our history and heroes 

to be forgotten.     

Let us never forget what we owe these Heroes and 

display our commitment to keeping their memories 

alive and honored by insuring that their final resting 

places are cared for in a dignified manner befitting 

their sacrifices.  Make a commitment that you will 

adopt some of the final resting places and insure they 

get the care that they deserve.  Be a part of this 

Country’s rich history of displaying homage to our 

veterans and insure their sacrifices are never 

forgotten. 

This month our Camp had two new graves added in 

Cass County being cared for by Compatriot Rodney 

Love.  This brought our totals to twelve Guardians in 

four counties.  This covers 26 cemeteries and a total 

of one hundred and sixty graves. 

Again, I’ll leave you with the question that Phil 

Davis, Upshur Patriots CDR and Chairman of both 

the National and Texas Division Guardian Program 

always asks,  

“Are you a Guardian?                    If not, why not?” 

 

CHRISTMAS BASKETS 

Camp Commander Joe Reynolds, Chaplain Michael 

Mars and Compatriot Jimmy Reynolds, met at the 

Old Union Community Center on Monday, 

December 19th, to divide up the food that was 

donated by our members for three Christmas 

Baskets. 

The Camp purchased three turkeys and each basket 

was given to a needy family for Christmas, one is 

Talco, one in Omaha and one in the Mount Pleasant 

Area. 

I want to thank each and every one of you that helped 

to make this Christmas Drive a success.  Each act, 

such as this, helps to show the Community that we 

are more than just a bunch of “Confederate Flag 

Flyers” or “Rebels”.  It shows that we are a part of 

this community and that we truly care. 

At our next meeting I will be appointing someone to 

spearhead this project for next year so that we can get 

a head start on the denotations, and hopefully we can 

support even more families.  This is our second year 

of doing this and it is something that I would like to 

see continued. 
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BIRTHDAYS, ANNIVERSARIES 

& OTHER IMPORTANT DATES 
 

Kara Jones – January 12th  

O. M. Adams – January 30th  

Rex & Carole McGee – January 1st  

Michael & Jamee Mars – January 8th  

Joe & Keesie Reynolds – January 21st  

 

 

SICKNESS & DISTRESS 

Dec 2nd – Sympathy Card sent to the family of 

Compatriot Sidney Wayne Hastings, a member of 

the Upshur Patriots, Camp 2109, who passed away 

on November 27th. 

Dec 12th – Get Well Card sent to Compatriot Harry 

King 

 

 

“For this cause I was born, and for this 

cause I have come into the world.” – Jesus 

(John 18:37) 

“For this cause” is a statement of certainty and 

conviction.  It is obvious that Jesus knew who He 

was, and what the purpose of His life was.  He also 

knew why He would die.  He spoke of it in John 

12:27, when He said, “for this cause I came to this 

hour.”  His entire life was encapsulated in that one 

powerful phrase, ‘for this cause.’   

In the 1950’s, a young actor by the name of James 

Dean, became famous in a movie called, “Rebel 

Without A Cause.”  It was a story centered around 

delinquent youth.   

I love the story of David (I Samuel 17).  In verse one, 

the Scripture says that the Philistines gathered their 

armies together to battle, and Saul and the men of 

Israel were gathered together.  The big guy a/k/a 

“Giant Goliath” stood out in the field and talked 

trash.  “I defy the armies of Israel this day.”  In verse 

24, it tells us that all the men of Israel when they saw 

the big guy, they were dreadfully afraid.   

A Jewish teenager by the name of David came by to 

give his big brothers something to eat.  When David 

saw what was going on, he said, “Who is this 

uncircumcised Philistine that he should defy the 

armies of the living God?”  David said to Saul, “Let 

no man’s heart fail because of him; your servant will 

go and fight with this Philistine.”  Then this young 

man said something powerful when he said to his 

brothers and their fellow Israeli soldiers, “Is there not 

a cause?” 

What a sad title for a 1950 movie, “Rebel Without A 

Cause.”   

What is more important, a vision or a cause? 

It is essential for us to have a vision.  It is important 

for us to be people of vision, but a cause is much 

more powerful.  We talk about visions, destiny and 

dreams, but it is on the foundation of a cause that 

vision is birthed.  Proverbs 29:18 says, that without 

it the people perish.  A vision is much more powerful 

when it serves a cause.  When we are committed to a 

cause, we don’t have to make up a vision, because 

that cause is the foundation out of which the vision 

flows.  A vision is essential, but the Cause is 

powerful.  A vision is something you posses, but a 

cause is something that possesses you.  You would 

not die for a vision, but you would die for a cause.  

Jesus did.  He willingly gave His life for the Cause.  

His disciples gave their life for the Cause as well.  

Christians down through the history of the Church 

have given their lives, and are being martyred more 
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today than ever before.  The Cause burns within 

them.  

If I was a movie producer, I would dream up a story 

line of going back into the past.  One was popular 

several years back like “Back To the Future.”  

Hollywood likes to come up with these movies where 

people go back into the past and they became great 

heroes.   

Have you ever had that dream?  I have too.  I’d get 

on the time machine of 2016 and I would travel back 

to 1860 or 1861, and I’d find a way to meet up with 

President Jefferson Davis and General Robert E. Lee.  

I would tell them how to correct things that happened 

to their Southern Army, and what to do different. If 

we could only go back, we could help them correct 

many things, and perhaps today we would still be the 

Confederate States of America!!  But, I can’t do that.  

You can’t do that.  We can’t go back.  Boy, would I 

ever like to go back just for a day and have a great 

conversation with those Southern Heroes.  I cannot 

do it.  Neither can you.   

Time has moved on.  I wish I could move back the 

clock, but I can’t.  I cannot relive my yesterdays.  I 

will never be eighteen again, and I cannot borrow on 

tomorrow, because I may not be given another 

birthday by our Sovereign God.  “Now” is upon me.  

“Now” is upon you.  We know that A.D. 2017 is 

upon us.   

As a believer in Jesus Christ, I have a Cause.  As a 

son of the South, and a son of Confederate Veterans, 

I have a cause.  I will stand and defend both of these 

Causes with my life.  We cannot fight the cause of 

1861, but we can fight and defend the Southern 

Cause that faces us all in 2017.  We have a new year.  

We have a new opportunity.  Let us be “Rebels With 

A Cause,” not “Rebels Without A Cause.”  Fight the 

good fight of faith.   

Eternally Southern, 

 

Rev. M. Don Majors, Pastor  

Texas Division Chaplain & ATM Chaplain 

 

 

fifth Texas 
field artillery 

 

(Continued from Last Month) 

ARRIVAL AT VIRGINIA POINT 

Upon arrival at Virginia Point, the company was 

literally lost in all the activity, but soon adjusted to 

the routine of garrison duty. On January 3, 1864, 

Cruezbaur was authorized to construct quarters for 

his men at Virginia Point. These quarters were 

quickly finished, and on January 28, the battery was 

ordered to Galveston Island to serve as a fort battery. 

The need for horses was thus reduced and seventy-

five horses were sent inland with the battery keeping 

only 16. Once again Creuzbaur was denied action 

against the Union. 

ORDERED TO SABINE PASS 

On March 11, 1864, the battery was ordered to 

proceed to Sabine Pass with as little delay as 

practical. They moved by rail to Beaumont, then by 

boat to Fort Griffin—the site of Lt. Dick Dowling’s 

earlier victory, then on to Fort Mannahassett, seven 

miles southwest of the pass. 

CREUZBAUR RESIGNS 

Soon after arriving at Mannahassett, Creuzbaur was 

ordered to Houston to appear before a Board of 

Examination for the examination of “such disabled, 

disqualified and incompetent officers as may be 

reported to said Board.” The battery was classified as 

“of questionable value.” Creuzbaur after three years 

of inactive service took the order as a personal 

affront. He had begged for active duty for three 

years, but had never been given the big guns of a 

heavy battery; instead given light artillery. His men 
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had been forced to train as infantry, and had been 

moved from one place to another, never given the 

opportunity to fight. He had had enough. He declined 

to appear, submitting instead his resignation. The 

board recommended his resignation be accepted and 

forwarded the recommendation through channels to 

Gen. E. Kirby Smith. Creuzbaur returned to duty at 

Fort Mannahassett to await word on his resignation. 

During the next few days, eight men from the 

company, tired of the inactivity, deserted, leaving 

less that sixty men in the battery. 

CALCASIEU PASS 

During the first days of May, it was reported that a 

Federal gunboat had entered Calcasieu Pass, thirty 

miles to the east of Fort Mannahassett, and had 

shelled the abandoned fort. It was assumed that this 

was to be a flank attack on Sabine Pass. Infantry and 

Cavalry units were dispatched to the area, and 

Creuzbaur’s Battery with Creuzbaur still in 

command was ordered to the Pass. Finally the chance 

for action, At this time the unit consisted of two 

officers, fifty-six men, sixteen horses and four guns-

-all light artillery. They arrived late on May fifth, and 

prepared for battle. They found two Union gunboats 

in the narrow pass, the Wave and the Granite City. 

This was not an advanced unit for a flank attack, but 

for picking up supplies and refugees (Union 

sympathizers still in Louisiana.) 

On the morning of the sixth, the attack commenced. 

Creuzbaur’s guns advanced within a thousand yards 

and opened fire, the infantry kept up a steady rifle 

fire to prevent the manning of the guns on the boats. 

The attack came as a complete surprise to those on 

the boats and lasted one hour and fifteen minutes, one 

hundred and eighty rounds of ammunition were 

expended, and the two gunboats and their crews were 

captured. The Wave had been hit sixty-five times by 

the artillery during the battle. The men of the battery 

considered this not a bad score for a combat unit 

considered “of questionable value.” The battery had 

one man killed, and six wounded, three mortally. Of 

special note during the battle are the actions of Pvt. 

William Guhrs, second cannoneer. During the battle 

the first cannoneer was killed and Guhrs took over 

both jobs. He was then shot in the leg, and continued 

servicing the gun while on his knees. He later died of 

his wounds. Several years ago, he was awarded the 

Confederate Medal of Honor and a marker was 

placed on his grave in Fayette County. 

AFTER THE BATTLE 

After the battle, the battery returned to Sabine Pass, 

and Creuzbaur left the company, his resignation 

having been accepted. His brother-in-law, Charles 

Welhausen was promoted to Captain and took over 

command of the battery. But a wave of resentment 

over the treatment of Creuzbaur and his resignation 

developed, and a clamor for his re-instatement was 

made from several quarters. So on May 25, he was 

directed to report to headquarters for duty. He was, 

however, through eating crow, and told the board that 

his battery had been illequipped, forced into training 

as infantry, and placed far from the action. His cause 

was taken up by several Confederate officers. Col. 

Griffin especially had praise for his actions at 

Calcasieu Pass. Nevertheless, Creuzbaur was 

recommended for promotion to major and assigned 

to a post commensurate with that rank. This 

terminated his service with the battery, and it became 

known as Welhausen’s Battery for the balance of the 

war. It never saw battle again, being assigned to the 

area around Brenham to wait out the balance of the 

war. Welhausen is buried in the City Cemetery in 

Shiner, Texas. 

Captain Creuzbaur is buried in the Old High Hill 

Cemetery near Schulenburg. His grave was recently 

the recipient of a marker honoring his service by the 

Military Order of the Stars and Bars. In the plot next 

to his is my great-grandfather, Otto Templin, who 

served as one of his second cannoneers. They served 

together, finally got to fight together, farmed on 

farms next to each other after the war, and now are 

buried next to each other.  

by the late Jim Templin 
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The Confederate Flag You Never Knew 

As most things are in life, the meaning of the 

Confederate flag (CF) is much more nuanced than 

modern society will have you believe. In short, it is 

not the racist, treasonous symbol mainstream 

America makes it out to be. Rather, it is a symbol that 

celebrates Southern heritage and, specifically, the 

uniquely Southern sacrifice for this country, the 

United States. 

What we call today the CF is really the Second 

Confederate Navy Jack (1863-1865). In square form, 

the flag was the battle flag of the Army of Northern 

Virginia. The design, the blue St. Andrew's Cross on 

a red field, became the most recognizable symbol 

associated with the Confederacy. This piece will not 

address the legitimacy of the Confederate States of 

America (CSA), nor will it assess the merits of 

several states' secession from the US. This debate 

exceeds the confines of this piece, not only due to its 

lengthiness but also due to its minimal bearing on the 

meaning of the CF today, as I will elaborate. 

The CF's usage outside of war begins after General 

Robert E. Lee's surrender at Appomattox. For a good 

75 years after the Civil War, the CF was a symbol 

used to both memorialize and valorize not just the 

soldiers of the Confederacy, but the Southern soldier 

in general. History had closed its books on slavery 

and any possibility of a Confederate nation. The 

Confederate veterans' parades that ensued in the 

Postbellum South were rather held to honor the 

hundreds of thousands of Americans who had died. 

These celebrations and parades were not racial or 

even political; the parades honored black 

Confederates as well, who were and would be buried 

with the same honors as their white brothers. 

The flag was not just about the soldiers of the 

Confederacy. The CF's popularity found its way into 

Europe and elsewhere abroad. Many Southern 

soldiers flew the CF upon their deployment to 

Europe and the Pacific theatre during WWI and 

WWII, as well as in Korea and Vietnam. To this day, 

Southern soldiers have brought the CF to Iraq and 

Afghanistan. I find it hard to believe that the CF in 

these contexts was a symbol of hate and racism. To 

the contrary: they were clearly flown to celebrate the 

American-ness of the Southern soldier. The flag's 

purpose had nothing to do with rebellion, treason, or 

racism. In fact, interestingly enough, if one looks 

back at pictures from rallies and demonstrations held 

by the second Ku Klux Klan (the biggest ever, which 

peaked around 1919), one will not find a single CF 

present; he will only find American flags. I am sure 

most may be surprised to hear that. But given the true 

narrative, that the flag's meaning had nothing to do 

with hate, segregation, or Jim Crow but rather with 

Southern pride and patriotism, there was no reason 

for the Klan to adopt it as a symbol. 

Two major events occurred during the late 1950s that 

spilled into the 1960s, the first of which I am sure 

many are familiar with, and the second of which I am 

sure very few are. The first event was the push for 

integration, precipitated by the Brown decision and 

the ensuing Civil Rights movement. The other was 

the Civil War centennial and the formation of the 

Southern States’ Confederate War Centennial 

Commissions, which were assigned to do something 

significant in celebration of the 100th year 

anniversary of the Civil War. (South Carolina, for 

example, in honor of the centennial, placed the CF 

atop the State House in Columbia). 

The flag's popularity exploded during this period, 

and the question is why. Even if the centennial was 

the primary reason for the normalization of the flag 

in everyday life, the energetic frenzy with which it 

was received can surely be ascribed to the South 

digging in its heels in opposition to the Federal 

Government and Civil Rights. It was likely due to the 

flag's newfound popularity that it was adopted as a 

symbol for the third Ku Klux Klan, which was 

actively engaging in terrorism against blacks. At that 

point, the CF was clearly a symbol associated with 

the Klan and much of the rest of the South's nefarious 

beliefs and activities. 

Several decades following the unrest, the CF 

continues to be a prominent symbol in Southern life, 
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despite the fact that the fight over Civil Rights is 

basically over. The Supreme Court struck down 

public discrimination, the Civil Rights Act of 1964 

struck down private discrimination, the Voting 

Rights Act of 1965 instituted protections of minority 

voters in the South, lynching and burnings are 

essentially over, and the Klan has been reduced to an 

utterly insignificant (and now non-violent) group of 

a couple of thousand. So why does the CF still fly? 

(Continued Next Month) 

 

“…the contest is not over, the strife is not ended. It 

has only entered upon a new and enlarged arena.” 

President Jefferson Davis, C.S.A., address to the 

Mississippi legislature in 1881. 

“Duty is the sublimest word in our language. Do your 

duty in all things. You cannot do more. You should 

never wish to do less.” 

Robert E. Lee 
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