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COMMANDER’S CORNER 
by Steven Weldon Austin 

 
Compatriots,  
 
SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
Due in part to your generous support in 2023, the 
museum board has made the decision to keep the 
Texas Civil War Museum OPEN!  We will not be 
closing on December 30th. 
 
Continuing the fight over the Reconciliation 
Memorial 
 
My fellow Southerners and like-minded 
individuals: 
 
The NDAA for 2024 passed the House with the 
necessary amendments that protect our Nation’s 
history. I want to thank everyone who contacted 
their politicians either by phone, mail or the one-
click politics link. Your actions made an impact 
and a difference. Well done. 
 
Now we ask you to step up again and contact the 
members of the Senate, because it is now time for 
that body to pass this critical piece of legislation. 
Below is the link for one-click politics that will 
be sent to certain Senators—not all Senators, and 
not all Republican Senators. It is only going to 
Republican Senators in Southern states; so, it is 
possible that your “To Senator” field could be 
empty. If the “To Senator” field is empty, then 
the link and email will be unusable for you. 
 
https://oneclickpolitics.global.ssl.fastly.net/prom
o/5XP 
 
 

I ask that you please follow the link and send the 
prepared email. All it takes is a few clicks and a 
minute of your time. We appreciate you and 
everything you have done in this important fight. 
 
R. S. Jason Boshers, Commander-in-Chief 
Walter D. “Donnie” Kennedy, Lt. Commander-
in-Chief 
James Ronald “Ron” Kennedy, Chief-of-
Heritage Operations 
 
Join us November 13th for Camp #2270 Zoom 
Meeting: Check email for link. 
 
Prayers for Israel; Prayers for Lewiston, 
Maine; God Bless Texas; Pray for Our 
Nation… 
 
For Heritage and History 
Deo Vindice 
Steve W. Austin; Cmdr. #2270, SCV 
 

 

Our Charge… 
 

"To you, Sons of Confederate Veterans, we 
will commit the vindication of the cause for 
which we fought. To your strength will be 
given the defense of the Confederate soldier's 
good name, the guardianship of his history, the 
emulation of his virtues, the perpetuation of 
those principles which he loved and which you 
love also, and those ideals which made him 
glorious and which you also cherish."  
Remember, it is your duty to see that the true 
history of the South is presented to future 
generations! 
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Lt. General Stephen Dill Lee, Commander General, 

United Confederate Veterans, 
New Orleans, Louisiana April 25, 1906 

 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS
 

Monday, November 13th, 7:00 p.m. 
Zoom Meeting 

 
Texas Division SCV 

Division Executive Counsil Meeting 
January 6th, 2024 

Papa Rollo’s Pizza 
703 N Valley Mills Dr 

Waco, TX 76710 
 

Texas Division Heritage Defense Training 
Saturday, February 10th, 2024 

Baylor Club located at McLane Stadium 
1001 S. Martin Luther King Blvd 

Waco, TX 76704 
 

2024 Texas Division Reunion 
June 7th – 9th, 2024 

Doubletree by Hilton 
611 NW Loop 410 

San Antonio, TX 78218 
 

2024 National SCV Reunion 
July 16th – 21st, 2024 

Embassy Suites by Hilton 
5055 International Blvd 

North Charleston, SC 29418-5963 

 

A BLAST FROM THE PAST 
(Taken from the November 1923 Edition of the 

Confederate Veteran - 100 Years Ago) 
 

BOLD ATTEMPT TO ROB THE 
STATE TREASURY OF TEXAS. 

BY HAL BOURLAND, AUSTIN', TEXAS 

In this day of a peaceful and quite life, seldom broken 
in the capital city of Texas by any noise except that 
of students of the University of Texas celebrating 
some great football victory, it is hard to realize that 
fifty-eight years ago bandits descended on the city 
"from out of the West" one Sunday night in a bold 
attempt to rob the State treasury, an endeavor that is 
without parallel in this part of the country. 

It was on the night of June It, 1865, just after the State 
was thrown into confusion by the surrender of 
Confederate forces. No officers were at their posts, 
and a better time for such an accomplishment could 
not have been found. From May 25 until July 25 
there was no recognized authority in Austin. All civil 
officials had resigned with the exception of Mayor 
William Ward, and the new carpetbagger governor, 
A. J. Hamilton, had not then been appointed. 

It was while the State was in such a medley of 
confusion that the gang of forty robbers came into 
Austin, broke open the treasury vaults, and escaped 
with about $17,000. Only by the valiant services of 
twenty ex-Confederate soldiers were they prevented 
from procuring $100,000 in gold and $400,000 in 
paper money. These twenty Confederates were under 
the command of Capt. G. R. Freeman. Two of them, 
Fred Sterzing and Fernando Raven, are still living in 
the city. Mr. Sterzing is now city tax assessor, which 
position he has held for over forty-three years. Mr. 
Raven runs a tin and copper electro-plating shop in 
Lavaca Street.  

In these days the town was very different from what 
it is to-day. The principal buildings were all of frame 
construction, except the State Capitol and a few 
others.  

Capt. George R. Freeman, his brother, Capt. C. F. 
Free- man, and others, including Mr. Raven and Mr. 
Sterzing, had organized a volunteer company of 
about forty men for the purpose of suppressing 
lawlessness in the community. 

"One wonderful night," said Mr. Sterzing, "I was 
engaged in the pleasant occupation of courting a 
young lady when hurried footsteps and knock 
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brought me to the door to hear that the Slate treasury 
was being looted by a gang of forty or fifty robbers. 
As I ran up the street to the armory, which was in the 
top story of the old frame Dietrich building at Sixth 
and Congress, I could hear the drummer beating the 
roll and the church bells ringing the alarm.  

"We were plainly outnumbered by the bandits, but 
when Captain Freeman stated the cause and asked for 
a vote on whether we would attack, there was not a 
dissenting vote. We loaded our muskets, fixed our 
bayonets, and double-quicked up the east side of the 
avenue to Tenth Street, where we turned west and 
stopped in the shadow of the Baptist Church for a 
final consultation."  

The bandits were not a very quiet lot. They had 
placed pickets at each of the gates in the fence which 
surrounded the old Capitol grounds, and they were 
firing promiscuously down Congress Avenue. And 
during this time, the mounted bandits could be heard 
surging around the treasury building, as their 
crowbars and hammers resounded against the steel 
doors of the vault.  

General Shelby, C. S. A., and a number of his 
command were encamped south of the Colorado 
River, on their way to join Maximilian in Mexico. 
Some of these men joined the little band of attackers 
when they reached the church. Again a consultation 
was held, and not one dissenting voice opposed the 
fight. These new re-enforcements double-quicked 
across the open space of the church and drove the 
guards from the west gates of the Capitol grounds. 
The pickets fired once and then ran. Captain Freeman 
and his party entered the east door of the building and 
mounted the stairway with his brother and Al 
Musgrove and Sterzing leading. Above the stairway 
were the two vaults. 1 rom a window in this room a 
bandit tired his revolver, striking Freeman in the arm 
and shooting Mr. Sterling's hat from his head. This 
robber was fatally wounded. The rest of the gang 
made their escape. This dead man had his hat full of 
silver dollars, while a pair of extra trousers were 
stuffed with gold. The ends of the pants were tied 
together to pr< .nit spilling. 

"Al and I secured some candles and went into the 
treasury," said Mr. Sterzing, "wadi our shoe tops in - 
warrants and specie. The next morning money, 
including gold, silver, and specie, was found around 
the building and scattered along two trails—one 
leading toward the present location of Fiskville, and 
the other leading to Mount Bonnel. The wounded 
man was taken to the Swisher Motel, when he died 
within a few hours."  

Al Musgrove, recently died with Mr. Sterling's 
statements in every detail. These two men headed the 
column which charged up the stairway of the treasury 
building. In a paper which Mr. Musgrove wrote 
about twenty years ago, he says:  

"Several weeks before June 11 it was known by some 
that a band was being organized to rob the treasury. 
These men had a meeting at a rendezvous near the 
town and elect.. I a captain. "The safes, so we are 
told, wire broken open by a black- smith, who spent 
several weeks hardening his tools. The safes were 
thrown upon their faces and dug into with picks from 
the back. The robbers ran their hands into the holes 
and pulled out the money. They intended to take 
mostly gold, but in their haste they got considerable 
silver. It has been estimated that they obtained about 
$17,000. 

It was supposed that about forty men took part in the 
robbery. Their horses were hitched north of the 
treasury. This part of town was extremely sparsely 
populated. On the avenue an hour or two before the 
robbery I met a man who was killed by our company. 
He seemed to have been drinking. As he passed me 
he said; 'It's about time for the boys to meet, isn't it? 
' I paid no attention to the remark and went on. 

"When we were falling in at the armory a man ran up 
and handed guns to me and another man, saying, 
'Take these, boys, to fight the thieves who are 
robbing our treasury. 'I discovered that the gun had 
no lock on it, and that the other man's gun had no 
trigger. Consequently, I was forced to use only my 
six-shooter.  
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"When we formed for the charge, Fred Sterzing and 
I happened to be at the head of the column. Captain 
Freeman and Lieutenant Freeman ran forward 
slightly in front of us, and in that order we went up 
the stairs, the man who was killed a few minutes later 
shooting at us from the window. One of his bullets 
struck Captain Freeman in the arm and another 
passed through Sterzing's hat. 

As we reached the portico the man came partly out 
into the hallway and met us. In one hand was his hat 
folded and full of silver. In the other was his six-
shooter, which he threw down upon us. Sterzing and 
I instantly fired. One of the bullets struck him in the 
stomach and passed through his body. Another 
struck him in the left elbow. He ran back into the 
treasury and fell among the money. I reached through 
the door of the room and started to fire at him again, 
but did not, as he exclaimed: 'Men, don't shoot any 
more; I am mortally wounded.' 

"We ordered him to come out. He came on bent 
almost double and felt upon the floor, the whisky 
oozing from the hole in his body being plainly 
smelled. 

"I ran through the hall to the door at the north end of 
the building and distinctly saw the robbers galloping 
away helter-skelter in the direction of Mount Bonnel. 
The bandits had lit a few candles and stuck them 
about the room. If I remember correctly, one of them 
was burning dimly in the room where the money was. 
I rejoined Sterzing at once. About this time Captain 
Freeman and his brother came in. We entered the 
room wading through the warrants and cash.  

"The robbers left in a great hurry and dropped some 
of the money as they rode. A twenty-dollar gold 
piece was found almost as far as Mount Bonnel. 
Many of them left for Mexico and other hiding 
places, but others circled about the town and entered 
from the east that night and the follow- day. 
Suspicion pointed to a number of the latter, but the 
condition of the country was such that none of them 
were indicted.  

"When the robbers started shooting," continued Mr. 
Musgrove's account, "our men farther back ceased to 
advance, thinking no doubt that the entire force of 
bandits had decided to make a determined stand. If 
the bandits had made a stand we probably would 
have been driven back to the Capitol and many of us 
killed. Captain Freeman disposed of his men so as to 
completely surround the Capitol. Sterzing and I 
stood guard in the treasury until morning. A 
company was then organized and a guard placed over 
the Capitol and treasury until the Federal soldiers 
arrived and took charge. 

"The bandit that we shot soon died after the affair, 
although he was treated with every kindness. He 
showed no bitterness toward his enemies, but as he 
died he upbraided his fellow robbers as a "set of 
damn cowards who ran at the first shot."  

For a long time after the attempted holdup feeling ran 
high in Austin. Once an attempt was made upon Mr. 
Sterzing's life. A man, probably one of the bandits, 
brazenly entered his room one night armed with a 
long knife, but beat a hasty retreat when he noticed 
that Mr. Sterzing had his Enfield rifle near his bed.  

Later a bill was introduced in the legislature to 
reward the men who had defended the State treasury, 
but it was declared unconstitutional. 

 

 
Click above image to watch SCV_CHAT 

 

https://www.facebook.com/SCVCHAT/videos/1268152743887499
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YANKEES DESERVING OF THIS? 
(From a Civil War Round Table in New Zealand) 

 

Once upon a time in the kingdom of heaven, God 
went missing for six days. 

Eventually, Michael the archangel found him, resting 
on the seventh day. He inquired of God, 'Where have 
you been?" God sighed, a deep sigh of satisfaction 
and proudly pointed downwards through the clouds, 
"Look Michael, look what I have made." 

Archangel Michael looked puzzled and said "What is 
it?" 

"It's a Planet!" replied God, "and I have put LIFE on 
it, I am going to call it Earth, and it's going to be a 
place of great balance" 

"Balance?" inquired Michael still confused. God 
explained, pointing to different parts of the Earth. 

"For example, Northern Europe will be a place of 
great opportunity and wealth while Southern Europe 
is going to be poor. The Middle East over there will 
be a hot spot. Over there I have placed a continent of 
white people and over there is a continent of black 
people" God Continued, pointing to different 
countries. "And over there, I call this place America. 

North America will be rich and powerful and cold, 
while South America will be poor and hot and 
friendly. Can you see the Balance? 

"Yes" said the Archangel, impressed by God's work. 
Then he pointed to a large land mass and asked, 
"What's that one?" 

"Ah" said God. "That's the Confederate States of 
America, the most glorious place on Earth. There are 
beautiful mountains, rainforests, rivers, streams and 
an exquisite coastline. The people are good looking, 
intelligent and humorous, and they're going to be 
found traveling the world. They'll be extremely 
sociable, hard working and high achieving, and they 
will be known throughout the world as diplomats and 
carriers of peace. I am also going to give them super-
human heroes such as Robert E. Lee and Stonewall 

Jackson who are undefeatable and will be admired 
and feared by all who come across them. 

Michael gasped in wonder and admiration, but then 
exclaimed "But you said there would be 
BALANCE!" 

God replied wisely "Wait until you see the whining, 
looting, burning Yankee hoards I'm putting next to 
them!

 

BATTLES FOUGHT DURING THE 
MONTH OF NOVEMBER 

 
Battle of Belmont - Belmont Missouri 

7 November 1861 - General Leonidas Polk verses 
General Ulysses S. Grant. Casualties: 642 
Confederate, 607 Union! 

Battle of Kelly's Ford and Rappahannock Bridge 
- Kelly's Ford and Rappahannock Bridge 
Virginia 

7 November 1863 - General Robert E. Lee verses 
General Robert Segwick. Casualties: 2023 
Confederate, 419 Union! 

Battle of Chattanooga - Chattanooga Tennessee 
{Lookout Mountain and Missionary Ridge} 

23-25 November 1863 - General Braxton Bragg 
verses General Grant and Thomas. Casualties: 6667 
Confederate, 5824 Union!  

Battle of Honey Hill - Honey Hill South Carolina 
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30 November 1864 - General Gustavus W. Smith 
verses General John P. Hatch. Casualties: 50 
Confederates, 711 Union! 

Battle of Franklin - Franklin Tennessee 

30 November 1864 - General John Bell Hood verses 
General John M. Schofield. Casualties: 6252 
Confederates, 2326 Union! 

 

BIRTHDAYS, ANNIVERSARIES 
& OTHER IMPORTANT DATES 

 
November 10th – Keesie Reynolds 
November 3rd – This day in 1813 General Jubal A. 
Early was born.  
November 9th – This day in 1825 General A. P. Hill 
was born.  
November 15th – A day of fasting, prayer and giving 
of thanks before God; this is not a feast day, but a day 
for humbling one's self before the Lord. 
November 28th – This day in 1861 Missouri 
formally admitted to the confederacy.  
 

 
 

 
 

Prayer For the Southern Cause 
Mark W. Evans 

Past Chaplain-in-Chief 
 
This is from a paper that was given to me by a 
Chaplain of the SCV. How old & who wrote it, I do 
not know. 
 
O LORD, Our Heavenly Father high and mighty 
King of kings and LORD of lords—who dost from 

Thy throne behold all the dwellers on earth and 
reignest with power supreme and uncontrolled over 
all kingdoms, empires, and government—look down 
in mercy we beseech Thee, on these "Confederate 
States." Who have fled to Thee from the rod of the 
oppressor, and thrown themselves on Thy gracious 
protection, desiring to be henceforth dependent only 
on Thee. To thee they have appealed for the 
righteousness of "their cause." To Thee so they now 
look up for that countenance and support which Thou 
alone canst give. Take them, therefore Heavenly 
Father, under Thy nurturing care; give them wisdom 
in council and valor in the field: defeat the malicious 
designs of our cruel adversaries: convince the North 
of "the unrighteousness of their cause," and, if they 
still persist in their sanguinary purposes, oh! let the 
voice of Thine own unerring justice, sounding in 
their hearts, constrain them to drop their weapons of 
war from their unnerved hands in the day of battle. 
Be Thou present, O God of wisdom and dissect the 
councils of that honorable assembly; enable them to 
settle things on the best and surest foundation—that 
the scene of blood may be speedily closed—that 
order, harmony, and peace may be effectually 
restored—and truth and justice, religion and piety 
prevail and flourish among Thy people. Preserve the 
health of their bodies and the vigor of their minds; 
shower down upon them and the millions they 
represent such temporal blessings as Thou seest 
expedient for them in this world; and crown them 
with everlasting glory in the world to come. All this 
we ask in the name and through the merits of Jesus 
Christ, Thy Son and our Saviour. 

Amen

 
Revisionist History Has Come to 

Texas 
22 November 2019 

 
I love studying history, and there is a quote attributed 
to one George Santayana, circa 1928, that states, 
“those who fail to learn from history, are doomed to 
repeat it.” 

I find the revisionist history endeavors of the 
progressive socialist left in America utterly 
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offensive, and imbecilic. It is amazing to me — but, 
it is intentional — that many of our schools do not 
instruct our future generations on such fundamentals 
as the Declaration of Independence and our US 
Constitution. It is because of this wholesale 
campaign by the left in America, including the 
insidious 1619 Project of the NY Times, why we find 
ourselves dumbed down as a nation, incapable of 
knowing our own rule of law. As one Barry Soetoro 
once proclaimed, “we are five days away from 
fundamentally transforming the United States of 
America.” Sadly, mindless lemmings cheered and 
roared as their indoctrinated and non-functioning 
brains had no idea about what this charlatan spoke . .  
nor possessed the intellectual rigor to question. 

 

Unfortunately, the left’s campaign to rewrite history, 
and revise it, based upon their ideological agenda, 
has landed in the Lone Star State of Texas. 

It was just last year, in September, that the Texas 
State Board of Education had to call for an 
emergency session. Why? Because some 
chucklehead came up with the idea to remove the 
reference of “heroic” for the defenders of The Alamo 
from Texas history books. Yes, generations of young 
Texans were to be taught that the defenders of The 
Alamo were not heroic! 

Think about it: one of the great, and, indeed, heroic 
stands in military history, 185 men holding against 
thousands for thirteen days was to be denigrated by 
some safe-space triggered leftist. 

Now, having been born and raised in Georgia, a 
graduate of the University of Tennessee, a former 
member of Congress, and a career military officer 
who retired from Ft. Hood, Texas, and now calls 
Texas my home . . . this is, well, quite personal. 

Jim Bowie’s life began in Georgia, there were many 
Tennessee Volunteers at The Alamo . . . one was also 
a former member of the US House of 
Representatives. I now serve in the Texas State 
Guard whose early origins pre-dates the Texian 
revolution. 

How absurd. Then again, how typical of these leftists 
to take over local school boards and come up with 
this nonsense. But, now, we are facing an even 
greater threat, disrespect, disregard, and denigration 
of those 185 men who heroically defended The 
Alamo. Let me explain. 

“The word cenotaph is derived from the Greek kenos 
taphos, meaning “empty tomb.” A cenotaph is a 
monument, sometimes in the form of a tomb, to a 
person or group of persons buried elsewhere. 
Ancient Greek writings tell of many cenotaphs, 
although none of them survives.” 

For those of you who do not know the story of The 
Alamo, shame on you if you live in Texas, and the 
entire nation needs to know. The Mexican Army 
under General Santa Anna flew the black flag — 
meaning no quarter given to the defenders of The 
Alamo — they would be slaughtered to the last. Davy 
Crockett is reported to have been the last man 
bayoneted to death at The Alamo on that early 
Sunday morning in April of 1836. The bodies of all 
the Alamo defenders were then piled up and set afire, 
no graves, no markers, no memorial. Today, at The 
Alamo in San Antonio de Bexar, there is a cenotaph 
as a remembrance to those men, whom we must 
never forget in the annals of Texas history, Texas 
greatness.  

But, for some, it is just nothing more than something 
to be moved, relocated, in order to be a part of city 
planning. Doggone disgusting, and truly 
disconcerting. I must ask, what manner of coward 
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would allow something like this to go forward? Trust 
me, I would say that to the face of those responsible 
for this happening. 

As reported by the Rivard Report: 

“Work is set to begin over the next few months on 
the first phase of the Alamo site redesign, involving 
moving the Cenotaph monument to the Alamo 
defenders to its new location near the Menger Hotel. 
The Cenotaph, designed by Italian sculptor Pompeo 
Coppini and built in 1936, commemorates the Texian 
revolutionaries killed in the 1836 battle defending 
the Alamo from the Mexican Army. 

As part of the $450 million redevelopment of the 
historic battle site and surrounding plaza, 
Philadelphia-area engineering firm CVM 
Professional will deconstruct the Cenotaph and 
reassemble it less than 500 feet to the south. In the 
new location, a bandstand currently sits in a shady 
grove of live oaks. The City’s Parks and Recreation 
Department is working to relocate the bandstand, 
officials said. 

“What you’re seeing in this first phase is really the 
delineation, the creation of this new civic space,” 
said Doug McDonald, CEO of the Alamo Trust, in 
an interview Monday. Alamo Trust is the nonprofit 
set up by the Texas General Land Office (headed by 
George P. Bush, Jeb Bush’s son) that manages the 
Alamo. 

Also included in the first phase is the new Fiesta 
parade route and a “free speech zone” that promoters 
of the redesign say will incorporate the ways people 
have historically used Alamo Plaza. 

“There’s a promise we made to the Alamo Citizens 
Advisory Committee … to tell a more complete 
story, to be inclusive of all the stories in this area,” 
said Councilman Roberto Trevino (D1), one of the 
committee’s three chairs. 

“We are going to be more inclusive of different 
layers of history.” 

Funding for the first phase will come out of the $38 
million the City of San Antonio has committed to the 
Alamo redesign. To restore and relocate the 
Cenotaph the City and Alamo Trust have retained 
CVM, which has experience moving the Liberty Bell 
in Philadelphia and restoring the Washington 
Monument in Baltimore, among other historic 
monuments. 

Still, many said the Cenotaph should stay where it is. 
Charisma Villarreal, a Helotes resident who traces 
her lineage to Alamo defender Jose Gregorio 
Esparza, said moving the structure will detract from 
the meaning Coppini intended with his placement of 
the monument. 

“The fact that they’re moving it away from the 
Alamo, it’s not going to have the same meaning,” 
Villareal said. “Those stone faces are not going to be 
looking on the Alamo; they’re going to be looking at 
the Menger (hotel).” 

First of all, imagine if there was an attempt to 
relocate the Washington Monument? Heck, I might 
be careful as some leftist will deem that an 
appropriate idea, or just tear it down completely. If 
this were a matter of renovation and restoration, I do 
not believe there would be any concern or resistance. 
However, we are talking about moving the cenotaph 
away from the very site for which it was intended to 
honor. 

As the Greek definition and tradition articulates, in 
keeping with that theme, the monument, cenotaph, to 
Spartan King Leonidas and his 300 Spartans who 
defended the narrow pass at the Battle of 
Hermopylae, circa 490BC, is not located back on the 
Peloponnese or in Sparta proper. No, it is located at 
the site where they made their stand against an 
overwhelming invasion force of the Persians under 
Xerxes. It is there that Leonidas’ immortal words to 
be sent back to Sparta are inscribed at the base of the 
bronze Spartan warrior, “Go tell the Spartans, and 
strangers passing by, that here, obedient to their laws 
we lie.” 
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That statue is not meant to face a hotel. Neither 
should The Alamo cenotaph be moved! For what 
reason? 

“Also included in the first phase is the new Fiesta 
parade route and a “free speech zone” that promoters 
of the redesign say will incorporate the ways people 
have historically used Alamo Plaza. 

“There’s a promise we made to the Alamo Citizens 
Advisory Committee … to tell a more complete 
story, to be inclusive of all the stories in this area,” 
said Councilman Roberto Trevino (D1), one of the 
committee’s three chairs. “We are going to be more 
inclusive of different layers of history.” 

What the heck is this San Antonio City Councilman 
Trevino talking about, “being more inclusive of 
different layers of history?” This is the typical leftist 
mumbo jumbo about revisionist history based upon 
their inane perspective on being inclusive. Inclusive 
of all the stories in this area, to tell a more complete 
story? Excuse me . . . Whiskey-Tango-Foxtrot???? 

The entire city council of San Antonio needs to be 
removed, recalled, sent away. Texas and 
Commissioner George P. Bush needs to have his 
head examined if he is in charge of the office that has 
approved this nonsense. 

What the heck is happening in Texas? I can answer 
that, we have allowed the infiltration of a dangerous, 
poisonous, cancerous ideological mindset to take 
root. If The cenotaph is moved away from the site 
where it honors the memory of The Alamo 
defenders, then we move even closer to allowing a 
fundamental transformation of Texas. 

What next, move the San Jacinto battlefield 
memorial? How about moving the memorial and 
remembrance to the men who were massacred, 
executed at Goliad? Maybe the “Come and Take It” 
flag and symbol will be designated as an extremist 
slogan . . . after all, the left did the same with the 
Gadsden Flag, “Don’t Tread on Me.” And remember, 
leftists have been talking about renaming the capital 
of Texas. After all, Stephen F. Austin had slaves. 

And, what about that massive statue of Tennessean, 
and first General and President of The Republic of 
Texas, Sam Houston that is astride I-45 heading 
south from Huntsville, Texas? 

In the Middle East, there is a saying, “never allow the 
camel to get the nose under the tent, the rest of the 
body will follow.” We are allowing the progressive 
socialist leftists to get their nose under the tent and 
revise our history to talk about being more inclusive 
of different layers of history and inclusive of all the 
stories in the area. There is only one story to tell 
about The Alamo: it is about valor, heroism, and 
resolve…that is the grit that makes a Texan! 

A young fella from the south named William Barret 
Travis was the commander at The Alamo. He was 
only 26 when he wrote a letter from The Alamo 
asserting that he would never surrender and that he 
would never retreat. He closed his letter describing 
what it meant to be a soldier, his honor, and the honor 
of his country. He pledged, “Victory or Death.” 

In his, and the memory of those 185, we must now 
pledge that we shall not surrender or retreat and that 
we will not allow the cenotaph to be removed. That 
means henceforth, a massive campaign of calls and 
emails to Texas Land Commissioner, George P. 
Bush’s office, as well as the City Council of San 
Antonio. It means calling the office of the 
Philadelphia-area engineering firm CVM 
Professional, and let them know, hands off. It means 
filing injunctions in court to stop this action. 

This must not be allowed to happen, plain and 
simple. Those who are advancing this foolhardy 
endeavor shall pay a heavy electoral price. Yes, I will 
give my all to see to that end.  

Victory or Death! 

 
“The principle for which we contend is bound to 
reassert it’s self, though it may be at another time 
and in another form.” 

 
President Jefferson Davis, C.S.A.  



V 
 

Vol. 9 No. 11                                                       Copyright 2023                                                                Page 10 
 
 

1st Lt. David Richard Reynolds 
Camp #2270 

Mount Pleasant, Texas 
Camp Leadership 

 
Commander 

Steven Weldon Austin 
(903) 285-5192 

tfcvso67@yahoo.com 
 

1st Lt. Commander 
Danny “Kid” Tillery 

(903) 717-1593 
dkidtillery@gmail.com 

 
2nd Lt. Commander 

Vacant 
 

Adjutant 
Alvin “Rex” McGee 

(903) 577-3233 
AlvinRexMcGee@hotmail.com 

 
Treasurer 

Larry Joe Reynolds 
(318) 691-2844 

Joe.Reynolds@davidrreynolds.org 
 

Judge Advocate 
Terry Lee Landrum 

(361) 453-8002 
terrylandrum@rocketmail.com 

 
Quartermaster 

Joe Reynolds 
(318) 691-2844 

Joe.Reynolds@DavidRReynolds.org 
 

Chaplain 
Vacant 

 
Color Sergeant 

Theron Weldon Austin 
(903) 960-5048 

Theronwa@hotmail.com 
 
 

Historian 
Joe Reynolds 

(318) 691-2844 
Joe.Reynolds@DavidRReynolds.org 

 
Web Master / Newsletter Editor 

Joe Reynolds 
(318) 691-2844 

Joe.Reynolds@DavidRReynolds.org 
 

 
 
 

 

 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR 
 

Larry “Joe” Reynolds 
5518 Jeff Davis Drive 

Alexandria, LA  71302-2336 
(318) 691-2844 

Joe.Reynolds@DavidRReynolds.org 
 

 
 

 
Opinions expressed by individual writers are their own and do 

not necessarily reflect official positions of the 
1st Lt. David Richard Reynolds Camp #2270. 

Letters and articles may be submitted to: 
Joe.Reynolds@davidrreynolds.org 

(Cutoff for articles is 20th of the month) 
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