
 
 

 

 

Winner of the Best Newsletter Award, National, Sons of Confederate Veterans, 2016 & 2017 

Winner of the Best Newsletter Award, Texas Division, Sons of Confederate Veterans, 2017 

 

COMMANDER’S 

CORNER 

by Alvin “Rex” McGee 

 

December brings in winter, 

January brings in the New Year and this year as 

well as each successive even numbered year in 

the future will bring in new leadership to the 

Camp.  When CDR Reynolds and I first 

addressed the issue of a Sons of Confederate 

Veterans Camp in Titus County we sat around a 

table by ourselves at the Old Union Community 

Center to discuss those items we thought of 

importance in the development of this Camp.   

Some of those items would be the name of the 

Camp, location of the camp, leadership, goals & 

objectives of the organization, by-laws, and other 

similar issues that would need fleshing out prior 

to the inception of the organization.  

 

Those items either accomplished or on their way 

to accomplishment we find ourselves at that time 

when we will have our first transfer of Leadership 

in the Camp.  This change of leadership 

sometimes brings on uneasiness because 

members do not know what to expect.  I am 

happy to say that the Past Commander & I have 

worked on every facet of Camp development 

together since it was first conceptualized and as 

far as changes are concerned we both see the 

Camp rolling along in the direction we both 

visualized.  Changes will be routine, normal, as 

mandated by higher HQ’s and as a normal course 

of business as it relates to meeting goals of the 

organization. 

 

My management philosophy is one that allows 

everyone to perform their assigned duties and 

contribute to the success of the Camp.  CDR 

Reynolds will continue to act as a resource to the 

Camp as well as being a valued member of the 

Executive Team. 

 

Team work will allow us to be successful in the 

future as in the past and will draw upon the best 

in each of us in meeting local Camp goals and 

goals of the entire organization.   

 

I thank you all for giving me the opportunity to 

serve as Camp Commander over the next couple 

of years and I will do my best to insure we 

continue to grow and thrive.  Lastly, I would be 

remiss in my responsibility if I did not thank 

outgoing CDR Reynolds and the original slate of 

Camp Officers for the hours and the work they 

have contributed to making ILT David Richard 

Reynolds sons of Confederate Camp # 2270 so 

successful in its first couple of years.  In addition, 

I want to thank everyone who agreed to take an 

office this year. 

 

CDR Johnnie Holley, Army of the Trans-

Mississippi will install Camp Officers at our next 

regularly scheduled meeting on January 15, 2017. 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS

 

Monday, January 15th, 7:00 p.m. 

Refreshments at 6:30 p.m. 

Old Union Community Center 

Hwy 67E, Mount Pleasant, Texas 
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CONFEDERATE HEROES DAY 

Saturday, January 20th, 12:00 Noon 

Gregg County Courthouse 

101 E. Methvin Street 

Longview, Texas 

 

LEE/JACKSON BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION 

January 26th, 6:00 p.m. 

Potpourri House 

3320 Troup Highway 

Tyler, Texas 

 

CONFEDERATE FLAG DAY 

March 3rd, 11:00 a.m. 

Camp Ford 

Highway 271 

Tyler, Texas 

 

2018 TEXAS DIVISION REUNION 

June 8th – 10th, 2018 

Fredonia Hotel 

200 North Fredonia. 

Nacogdoches, Texas 75961 

See www.txdivreunion.com for full details. 

 

2018 NATIONAL REUNION 

July 18th – 21st, 2016 

Franklin Marriott Cool Springs 

700 Cool Springs Blvd. 

Franklin  TN  37067 

See www.scv.org/new/reunion2018 for full details. 

 

DAVIDRREYNOLDS.ORG 
by Larry “Joe” Reynolds 

 

This month the following changes have been made 

to our web site: http://www.davidrreynolds.org 

• I’ve updated our Events page to include all 

known events by the Camp and its members. 

Please let me know when you do anything for 

the SCV, this includes attending other camp 

meeting, public speaking, or even putting 

flags on graves. 

• I’ve updated our Calendar of Events. 

• I’ve updated our Camp Roster to reflect our 

new members 

• Of course I’ve also updated our Officers page 

to reflect the new Camp Officers as well as 

started a Past Commanders Page. 

I’m still looking for biographies of your Confederate 

Ancestor.  Please try to come up with a short bio that 

we can put on-line.  

If you have any suggestions, recommendations or 

comments you can send me an email to: 

Joe.Reynolds@davidrreynolds.org and I promise to 

give it my full consideration. 

 

CONFEDERATE HEROES DAY 

Confederate Heroes Day is a Texas State Holiday 

created by Chapter 221, Senate Bill 60, of the 63rd 

Texas Legislature. Approved June 1, 1973 and 

Effective August 27, 1973, this bill deleted June 3rd 

as a holiday for Jefferson Davis’ birthday and 

combined it with Robert E. Lee’s Birthday, January 

19th. It is the last holiday in the State of Texas 

dedicated to Confederate Veterans. We as “Sons of 

Confederate Veterans” are dedicated to the 

preservation of this holiday, the defense of the 

Confederate soldier’s good name, the guardianship 

of his history, the emulation of his virtues, the 

perpetuation of those principles which he loved and 

which we love also, and those ideals which made him 

glorious. We celebrate this day in remembrance of 

those gallant individuals who bravely defended their 

families and their homeland in the war for southern 

independence. 

The Northeast Texas, 5th Brigade, will hold a 

Confederate Heroes Day Celebration at 12 Noon on 

the Southeast Lawn of the Gregg County Courthouse 

on Saturday, January 20th, 2017. 

It is a day, as a Guardian, that we place a Confederate 

Flag on our Heroes Grave. 

http://www.txdivreunion.com/
http://www.scv.org/new/reunion2018
http://www.davidrreynolds.org/
mailto:Joe.Reynolds@davidrreynolds.org
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SICKNESS & DISTRESS 

December 5th – Sympathy Card sent to 5th Brigade 

Chaplain Jerry Haymes on the loss of his brother, 

Compatriot Robert Lee “Rusty” Haynes, Adjutant 

and Past Commander of the General W.R. Scurry 

Camp #616, in Wichita Falls, Texas. 

 

Our Charge… 
 

"To you, Sons of Confederate Veterans, we 

will commit the vindication of the cause for 

which we fought. To your strength will be 

given the defense of the Confederate soldier's 

good name, the guardianship of his history, the 

emulation of his virtues, the perpetuation of 

those principles which he loved and which you 

love also, and those ideals which made him 

glorious and which you also cherish."  

Remember, it is your duty to see that the true 

history of the South is presented to future 

generations! 
 

Lt. General Stephen Dill Lee, Commander General, 

United Confederate Veterans, 

New Orleans, Louisiana April 25, 1906 

 

 

LAST CAMP MEETING 

The 1st Lt. David Richard Reynolds Camp #2270 

held its Christmas Dinner during our last meeting.  It 

was a great success, with Lieutenant Commander-in-

Chief Paul Gramling as our Guest Speaker and with 

over 50 members and guests in attendance, including 

his wife Linda, ATM Commander, Johnnie Holley 

and wife Norma, 2nd Lt. TX Div., Dennis Brand and 

his wife Rita, 5th Brigade 2nd Lt. George Linton and 

his wife Esther, George and Esther Linton – 2nd 

Lieutenant Commander, Texas Northeast, Texas, 5th 

Brigade, Eddie Pricer, Aide-de-Camp, Northeast 

Texas, 5th Brigade, Phil Davis, Commander, Upshur 

County Patriots Camp #2109, Jerry and Marilyn 

Bolding, Adjutant, Matt Barton Camp #441. There 

were several members of the Red Diamond Camp, 

potential new member and several members brought 

their wife. 

 

Lieutenant Commander in Chief Paul Gramling 

swearing in our latest members, left to right, Seth Clark, 

Kaden Beggs (Cadet), Charles Merka and Shawn Tully. 

 

 

Compatriots, 

On December 20, 2017, the world learned that the 

City of Memphis, TN had betrayed the public trust, 

and in an act of completely unbecoming of a 

civilized, Christian society, willfully orchestrated the 

desecration of the final resting place of Lt. General 

Nathan Bedford Forrest and his wife. The Sons of 

Confederate Veterans, of course, share the sadness 

and outrage with other American citizens, North and 

South, who comprehend the depravity of this action. 

While I’m sure thousands of us will make telephone 
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calls and send emails and letters to seek justice in this 

matter, I believe that a different kind of action is both 

effective and necessary. 

In fact, it is my privilege to report to you that on 

December 21, the day after the City of Memphis 

perpetrated its diabolical scheme, General Forrest 

and all other Confederate veterans have been 

vindicated in an action carried out by the 1st Lt. 

David Richard Reynolds Camp, #2270, SCV in 

Mount Pleasant, Texas. As you are aware, under 

Commander Reynolds’ direction, the members of the 

1st Lt.  Reynolds Camp were able to collect enough 

items to assemble four very sizeable food baskets 

along with four Christmas turkeys for distribution to 

needy families in Titus, Morris, Camp and Franklin 

Counties. It was my distinct honor to deliver two of 

these baskets and turkeys to two good and worthy 

families on December 21, 2017. 

First, with a courtesy escort by a Franklin County 

Sheriff Deputy and Mount Vernon Police officer to 

the home of a Hispanic family with members ranging 

from senior citizens to small children. This family 

lost its home and all its belongings in a fire last year 

and came well-recommended to me by Franklin 

County law enforcement. The gift was gladly 

received and sincerely and greatly appreciated by the 

good people in the home. The law enforcement 

personal of Mount Vernon and Franklin County also 

expressed their appreciation and I expressed our 

appreciation for their participation and cheerful 

assistance. 

Later the same evening in Talco, TX, I delivered the 

second food basket and turkey to another good and 

worthy family. This delivery was made to the home 

of a mother of three small children who works full-

time and who is also a full-time university student. 

She attends church faithfully and works hard to better 

her family's situation, having endured very difficult 

and unfortunate circumstances recently. I assure the 

Commander and Camp Members that their 

thoughtfulness and generosity are appreciate in no 

small way by this family. 

I am confident that the other two food gifts were 

distributed to equally good and worthy families and 

were as well-received as the two to which I was a 

party. I believe the Camp Members have been 

successful today in fulfilling our Camp Mission 

Statement, "To fulfill the Charge handed down to us 

and to perpetuate the legacy of our ancestors by 

proudly preserving our heritage and faithfully 

promoting goodwill in our community." Our actions 

may not have restored Lt. General Forrest's or 

President Davis' monuments to where they were 

removed yesterday. Our actions today may not get 

the attention of the city leadership of Memphis, TN 

or New Orleans, LA. However, we were able to 

provide a measure of relief and Christmas joy to four 

families who will not soon forget. We did this in the 

name of our God, and in the finest traditions of the 

Southern people and the Confederate Soldier. We 

honored our ancestors, and I believe General Forrest 

as well, in a way that cannot be erased. Romans 12: 

21 says, "Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome 

evil with good." Compatriots, I believe the men of 

the 1st Lt. David Richard Reynolds Camp have thus 

struck a blow to the enemy. 

Your Obedient Servant, 

Michael Mars 

Camp Chaplain 

 

ROBERT E. LEE 
 

This article is from the "Pictured Knowledge", the new 

method of visual instruction applied to all school subjects, 

Vol. V, National Home and School Association, Kansas 

City Mo., 1916. and furnished by Compatriot Jerry Lester 

 

One of the pleasantest discoveries, in reading 

American history, is that so many of our great men 

won nicknames that were tributes of affection and 

admiration from the people of their time. To Robert 

E. Lee, the military genius of the Confederate States, 

was given the title of loving respect that was used by 

his negro servants on the beautiful estate of 



V 
 

Vol. 3 No. 1                                                         Copyright 2018                                                                 Page 5 
 
 

Arlington, were he was “master”. To the entire South 

he was, and is today, “Marse Robert.” 

His belief in States’ Rights 

To understand General Lee, the noblest of all the men 

who took up arms against the Union in the Civil War, 

you must remember, that from the framing of the 

Constitution, the most patriotic men in the country 

were divided on the question whether we should have 

a strong federal government or a loose confederation 

of sovereign states. Had they been living at the time 

of the Civil War, Washington and Hamilton would 

have been true to their principles in defending the 

Union. Jefferson, equally patriotic, would, in all 

probability, have decided that he owed fealty to his 

native state of Virginia. Federalist sentiment was 

always strongest in the North; Democratic principles 

finally dominated the South. 

Robert E. Lee was a Virginian, born in 1807, the son 

of “Lighthorse” Harry Lee of Revolutionary fame. 

Two of his ancestors were signers of the Declaration 

of Independence, and political disciples of Jefferson. 

Other members of the family served in the 

Constitutional Convention, in Congress and in the 

army. The Lees were the Adamses of Virginia. Every 

generation furnished its distinguished men to public 

service. It was in accordance with family traditions 

that Robert E. Lee, and his son after him, should go 

to West Point Military Academy. Taking the 

engineering course, he was graduated with honors at 

twenty-three. Two years later he was married to Miss 

Mary Curtis, a great-granddaughter of Martha 

Washington, and heiress of the estate of Arlington, 

on the Potomac River opposite the Capital. 

Fortune seemed to have marked Robert E. Lee for its 

own. He had birth, wealth, a cultivated mind, courtly 

manners, a handsome face, personal happiness and, 

as the years went by, he added eminence in his 

profession.  As chief engineer of the army, he won 

distinction in the Mexican War. Then, as 

Superintendent of West Point Academy in the fifties, 

he introduced the best military methods of Europe. 

While there he admonished his own son, among 

other cadets: 

 “Duty is the sublimest word in the human language. 

You cannot do more than your duty; you should 

never wish to do less”. 

When Virginia seceded from the Union, Lee was 

confronted with the question whether his duty was 

due to his country or to his home state. In deciding to 

resign his commission in the army, and offer his 

services to Virginia, it must not be forgotten that he 

sacrificed every material interest. Immediate 

promotion to command of the Union armies awaited 

him, with protection for his family and home within 

the fortifications of the Capital. He was a ruined man; 

his wife’s birthplace and his children’s inheritance 

lost, his family in exile, and Union troops encamped 

on beautiful Arlington. When he deliberately chose 

to lead what he must have known to be a lost cause. 

Historians are agreed that, in Robert E. Lee, the 

federal government lost a military genius. Not until 

General Grant was developed by the campaigns in 

the west, did the northern armies produce his equal. 

It was his superior organization, strategy and 

engineering which enabled him to hold Virginia in a 

deadly grip for three years. From April, 1861, to July, 

1863, he fought a dozen historic battles, crossed 

Maryland, and penetrated into southern 

Pennsylvania. He was not always the victor—was 

defeated at Antietam and Gettysburg; but he always 

managed to retreat in good order, to save his army, 

and to protect the roads to Richmond. As we have 

said in the sketch of Grant, he successively 

discredited, and brought to failure the plans of four 

Union generals placed in command of the Army of 

the Potomac. 

When Grant was called from the West and began his 

march toward “The Wilderness,” in the spring of 

1864, Lee still menaced the Capital. Then, for a year, 

his ragged and starving armies, while slowly 

retreating contested every vantage ground in a half-

dozen pitched battles. He stood a long siege and 

escaped from Petersburg and from Richmond, before 

he was conquered at Appomattox Courthouse. 

Lee’s surrender ended the war; and he need not have 

surrendered. By breaking up his army into bands of 

guerilla and retreating to the mountains, he could 
have prolonged the struggle indefinitely. This he 

refused to do. With a nobility rare in history, he 
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accepted defeat and shared the ruin of the southern 

people. Foreign governments offered him wealth and 

highest military offices, in return for his services. 

But, although impoverished and prematurely aged by 

the war, with Arlington confiscated and turned into a 

national cemetery, he set himself to the task of 

making his country once more a union of loyal states. 

He accepted the presidency of Washington and Lee 

University at Lexington, Virginia. Its doors had been 

closed for four years. Within the next five years 900 

students came under influence. By his spirit of 

resignation, and co-operation with the government, 

he cooled the hot heads and sweetened the bitter 

hearts of the rising generation. This was his last call 

to duty, his part in the work of reconstruction that 

finally built up the New South. 

He knew that, dreadful as was the ruin, it would be 

repaired in time, and Blue and Gray would clasp 

hands above the many graves of the Civil War. But 

the day of restoration and reconciliation must have 

seemed far away indeed when, in October, 1870, 

“Marse Robert” fell asleep, and was laid away under 

the college chapel. 

On the 19th of January, 1907, the centenary of his 

birth was celebrated, not only by Virginia and the 

South, but by the nation. All parties, and the press of 

every political opinion, united to honor one of our 

greatest soldiers and noblest characters. His eulogy 

was pronounced by an Adams of Massachusetts. 

 

Fading of the Grey 
  Unknnown 

  

Across the fields of golden grass; 

An autumn day we stop at last. 

A forgotten place they rest alone; 

Men in grey their names unknown. 

  

Here they stood to make a stand; 

Drive the foe from Southern land. 

Honor called they went to fight; 

Gave their lives with all their might. 

  

Let us not forget the past; 

Until the South is free at last. 

We must stand and make a choice; 

We rise again with just one voice. 

  

Heavenly Father here we pause; 

On bended knees our honored cause. 

Grant us the will to make a stand; 

Take their place for Dixie's land. 

  

On that day of Southern Glory; 

We shall ever tell their story. 

How these men in fading grey; 

They gave to us, this golden day. 

 

BIRTHDAYS, ANNIVERSARIES 

& OTHER IMPORTANT DATES 
 

January 30th – O. M. Adams 

January 12th – Kara Jones 

January 13th – Carol "June" Gunn 

January 1st – Rex & Carole McGee 

January 8th – Michael & Jamee Lynn Mars 

January 21st – Joe & Keesie Reynolds 

January 15th – This day is Confederate Heroes Day. 

January 19th – This day in 1807 General Robert E.                     

Lee was born in Stratford, Virginia.  

January 21st – This day in 1824 General Thomas J. 

(Stonewall) Jackson was born in Clarksburg, 

Western Virginia. 

 
TIME—AN AUTOBIOGRAPHY 

BY MAJ. T, H. BLACKNALL, CHICAGO, ILL. 

(Taken from the January 1918 Confederate Veteran 

100 Years Ago this month) 

 

From the small ingrafted bud I've lived to see and 

enjoy the plucking from life's full-fruited tree. The 

link between the turbulent present and the more 

leisurely times of Henry Clay, Daniel Webster, and 

John C. Calhoun is fast lengthening out. Though 

eighty-five years old, I still like to mingle with the 

wonderful things of life, but am moderate in enjoying 

them. 
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The shades of evening cannot be very distant from 

me; advanced years bring increased leisure. While I 

feel the need of rest and quiet in the evening of life, 

I cannot forget that due exercise of mind and body is 

indispensable to health and happiness; age brings no 

exemption from this law. Time unemployed is life 

unenjoyed. Just look back for a moment, I was here 

when Queen Victoria ascended the throne of 

England; of the twenty-seven Presidents of the 

United States, I have seen thirteen of them and lived 

through twenty-one of their administrations, while 

the great measures in Congress, the Missouri 

Compromise and the Dred Scott decision, were being 

fought and abolition was a burning issue. I was here 

when the greatest Presidential canvass was ever 

fought, in 1840, and I well remember the log cabins 

on wagons drawn by six horses. On the sides of the 

cabins coonskins were tacked, and inside were 

barrels of hard cider, free to all. The popular slogan 

was: "Vote for Tippecanoe and Tyler too." The Whig 

candidates were William Henry Harrison and John 

Tyler. 

I was a boy in my teens when General Scott entered 

the City of Mexico; I was a full-grown man when the 

first shot was fired on Fort Sumter, opening the War 

between the States. I was here when the two great 

cities of the North and South, Chicago and Atlanta, 

did not exist. When I was born there were no 

steamships, only sailing vessels; there were only four 

short lines of railroad altogether, less than five 

hundred miles, in the United States; the third oldest 

road was the Raleigh and Gaston, in North Carolina. 

I saw its building. All traveled then by stagecoach, 

and mails were transported the same way. 

I have seen America in the making; I have first-hand 

knowledge of the events of almost a century, the 

greatest century of progress in the history of the 

world. I have seen the inception and development of 

all the wonderful inventions and discoveries which 

have transformed the earth—the telegraph, the 

telephone, the wireless, the aeroplane, and the 

automobile. The world has rushed on with giant 

strides. It seems that I have lived a thousand years in 

one. I am still active, at daily business. I am no back 

number bound in last year's musty cover. I still look 

straight to the front and keep step to the music of the 

times, let it be "Yankee Doodle" or "Dixie." From 

day to day I'm doing all I can to keep from being 

dumped, like an old worn-out machine, on the scrap 

heap. 

I find the way to grow old with grace 

Is not to grow old at all, but just keep the 

pace. 

 
BATTLES FOUGHT DURING THE 

MONTH OF JANUARY 

 

 

Battle of Arkansas Post or Fort Hindman - Fort 

Hindman Arkansas 

11 January 1863 - General Thomas J. Churchill 

verses General John A. McClernand. Casualties: 

4564 Confederate, 1061 Union! 

Battle of Fort Fisher - Fort Fisher North Carolina 

13-15 January 1865 - General William H.C. Whiting 

verses General Alfred H. Terry. Casualties: 1400 

Confederates, 5962 Union! 

Battle of Mill Springs - Mill Springs Kentucky 

19 January 1862 - George B. Crittenden verses 

General George H. Thomas. Casualties: 314 

Confederate, 246 Union! 
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GUARDIAN NEWS 
By Commander Rex McGee 

 

Eight states — Alabama, Mississippi, North Carolina, 

South Carolina, Virginia, Louisiana, Tennessee, and 

Texas — still celebrate some sort of Confederate 

holiday, although the nature of the celebration (and 

whether state workers get the day off) varies from 

state to state. Texas’ holiday, which the state 

celebrates on January 19th, is called “Confederate 

Heroes Day.”   Often called Confederate Memorial 

Day it is a state holiday in some states in the United 

States. It gives people a chance to honor and 

remember the Confederate soldiers who died or were 

wounded during the American Civil War during the 

1860s. 

 

Confederate Memorial Day has traditional activities 

that are organized on and around Confederate 

Memorial Day.   Observances include ceremonies to 

place flags and wreaths on the graves of Confederate 

soldiers and memorials to them, Church services, re-

enactments (in historical costume) of battles and 

events from the Civil War and displays of Civil War 

relics. 

Confederate Memorial Day 2018 will occur at the 

following locations on the dates indicated.   

Friday, January 19, 2018 (local in Texas)  

Monday, April 23, 2018 (local in Alabama, Florida)  

Monday, April 23, 2018 (local in Georgia)  

Thursday, April 26, 2018 (local in Florida)  

Monday, April 30, 2018 (local in Mississippi)  

Thursday, May 10, 2018 (local in North Carolina)  

Thursday, May 10, 2018 (local in South Carolina) 

Whatever the day is called and whenever the day is 

observed it is an opportunity to recognize & honor 

our Confederate Heroes.  This is one of the times we 

need to ensure that we have serviceable flags if they 

mark the Confederates grave.  We need to ensure that 

the final resting place of our Confederate Heroes are 

properly attended.   When the graves of these heroes 

are lost and forgotten so will be the illustrious history 

of the Confederacy. 

Those in the Guardian Program in our area should 

visit their Confederate graves this month and make 

sure that they are presentable and, if appropriate, 

have a serviceable flag.   

1st Lt. David Richard Reynolds SCV Camp # 2270 

reports that our Guardian numbers are 203 graves in 

31 cemeteries in 4 counties attended to by 12 

Compatriots. 

As usual, I’ll leave you with the question that Phil 

Davis, Upshur Patriots CDR and Chairman of both 

the National and Texas Division Guardian Program 

always asks,  

“Are you a Guardian?                    If not, why not?” 

 
“Every man should endeavor to understand the 

meaning of subjugation before it is too late… It 

means the history of this heroic struggle will be 

written by the enemy; that our youth will be trained 

by Northern schoolteachers; will learn from 

Northern school books their version of the war; will 

be impressed by the influences of history and 

education to regard our gallant dead as traitors, and 

our maimed veterans as fit objects for derision… It 
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is said slavery is all we are fighting for, and if we 

give it up we give up all. Even if this were true, which 

we deny, slavery is not all our enemies are fighting 

for. It is merely the pretense to establish sectional 

superiority and a more centralized form of 

government, and to deprive us of our rights and 

liberties.” 

Maj. General Patrick R. Cleburne, CSA, January 1864 

 
NOTES FROM THE OUTGOING              

CAMP COMMANDER 

As I complete my tour as your Camp Commander, I 

would like to take a few minutes to express my 

thanks and to wish you all the very best of luck in all 

your future endeavors. 

I would like to take a few minutes to reflect back over 

the past couple of years, and perhaps for our new 

members, tell a little of the history of this camp. 

The 1st Lieutenant David Richard Reynolds Camp 

#2270, Northeast Texas 5th Brigade, Texas Division, 

Army of Trans-Mississippi, Sons of Confederate 

Veterans, had its first meeting on June 8th, 2015 at 

7:00 p.m. at the Old Union Community Center in 

Mount Pleasant, Texas. There was only two men at 

the first meeting, Outgoing Camp Commander Larry 

Joe Reynolds and Incoming Camp Commander 

Alvin Rex McGee. 

Thereafter, meetings were held monthly at the Old 

Union Community Center until the camp had 

reached enough members to charter a Sons of 

Confederate Veterans Camp.  On October 5th, 2015 

the paperwork and money were sent to Texas 

Division and National General Headquarters to 

charter a new camp with 12 members.  The date of 

October 5th was picked because it was on October 

5th, 1861 that David Richard Reynolds, our Camp’s 

Namesake, enlisted into the Confederate Army as a 

Private in Company D, 9th Texas Infantry, Maxey’s 

Brigade, Young’s Regiment. 

It was on December 29th, 2015 that the First 

Lieutenant David Richard Reynolds Camp was 

chartered by the Sons of Confederate Veterans and 

assigned Camp #2270.  The charter was returned in 

late February 2016 and the Camp held its Chartering 

Ceremony on March 7th, 2016.  It was on this date 

that Commander Larry Joe Reynolds was sworn in as 

the Camp’s first Commander by 5th Brigade 

Commander Samuel Levi Mercer, III.   

This camp has come a long way in the past couple of 

years.  In its first year of eligibility, the camp won the 

Best Newsletter award from the National SCV for 

camps under 50 members as well as the Best Website 

award for the entire SCV.  Last year at the Texas 

Division Reunion the camp took 5 of the top six 

awards that can be given a camp which were, 1st 

Place Newsletter, 1st Place Website, 4-Star Camp 

Award, Community Service Award, and the 

Outstanding Camp of the Year for the Texas 

Division.  At the National Reunion the camp once 

again took the 1st place Newsletter Award as well as 

the Superior Camp Award, as the best camp in the 

entire Army of Trans-Mississippi area. 

More important than any of our awards, this camp 

has continued to work together in order to not only 

honor our ancestors but also to serve our community.  

We were able to give a $1,000.00 scholarship our 

first year in service, we provided a $1,000.00 

donation to the Confederate Museum at Elm Springs, 

and again this year, we presented Christmas Baskets 

to a needy family in each of our four counties of 

responsibility. 

It is because of this and the work of our camp 

members that this camp has grown from our initial 

12 members to our current roster of 30, an increase 

of 18 members or a growth of 150%, and now it is 

time for me to turn the Raines of this camp over to 

Commander Alvin Rex McGee.  I know that you will 

show him all of the respect and courtesy that you 

have shown me.  Rex has already proven himself 

worthy of this command.  So again, Thank you and 

God Speed, Joe Reynolds 
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Camp Leadership 

1st Lt. David Richard Reynolds 

Camp #2270 

Mount Pleasant, Texas 

 

Commander 

Alvin “Rex” McGee 

(903) 577-3233 

AlvinRexMcGee@hotmail.com 

 

1st Lt. Commander 

Danny “Kid” Tillery 

(903) 717-1593 

dkidtillery@gmail.com 

 

2nd Lt. Commander 

David Alan "Dave" Davey 

(903) 817-3702 

captdave1943@gmail.com 

 

Adjutant 

Rodney Glen Love 

(903) 756-7264 

snakemon@aol.com 

 

Treasurer 

Larry “Joe” Reynolds 

(903) 575-8791 

Treasurer@davidrreynolds.org 

 

Judge Advocate 

William "Bill" Guy 

(903) 434-3759 

roosterioof@yahoo.com  

 

Quartermaster 

O. M. Adams 

(903) 577-2627 

1toshman@gmail.com 

 

Surgeon 

Jerry Dean Lester 

(720) 806-4191 

jlester747@aol.com 

 

 

 

Chaplain 

John “Michael” Mars 

(903) 379-3321 

jmmars74@gmail.com 

 

Color Sergeant 

Charles "Richard" Hess 

(903) 434-9839 

No E-Mail 

 

Historian 

Michael Hayden Simpson 

(903) 452-6209 

mikehsimpson199608@gmail.com 

 

Web Master / Newsletter Editor 

Joe Reynolds 

(903) 575-8791 

Joe.Reynolds@DavidRReynolds.org 

 

 
 

 

 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR 
 

Larry “Joe” Reynolds 

1007 Stone Shore Street 

Mount Pleasant, TX  75455-7487 

(903) 575-8791 

Joe.Reynolds@DavidRReynolds.org 

 

 
 

 
Opinions expressed by individual writers are their own and do 

not necessarily reflect official positions of the 

1st Lt. David Richard Reynolds Camp #2270. 

Letters and articles may be submitted to: 

Joe.Reynolds@davidrreynolds.org 

(Cutoff for articles is 15th of the month) 
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